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“People have been so great...it is a real community here. I want my kids to experience this.” 
| | | —Jenny Goodman 


Single mother of three on march with her children 
on the road between Aurora and Canby 


Photo: Jerry Atkin 


workers. He was one of 900 people who turned out the first day of the march. 


This is Part One of a three- 
part series examining rising 
health care costs in Oregon, 
and what is being done to help 
those who are uninsured or 
who will soon be‘ unable to 
afford coverage. Part Two will 
focus on the insurance and 
pharmaceutical industries, 
and Part Three will take a look 
at the options available to 


uninsured Oregonians. 


By JENNIFER POLIS 
n 2003, U.S. health care spending 
accounted for 15.3 percent of our GDP, 
and by 2014 the total is projected to 
grow to 18.7 percent.. We spend more 
money on health care per capita than any 


other industrialized country, and it’s 


expected to: increase to $7,500 by 2008. 
Still, some 45 million people in the U.S., 
including 19 percent of adults im Oregon, 
remain uninsured. Health care bills are the 


number one reason for” bankruptcy in 
Oregon and the U.S. Meanwhile, employ- 
ers report that rising health care costs are 
their number one concern. How can a 
country that spends so much money on 
health care leave so many people without 
coverage, and why are those with coverage 
increasingly worried about being able to 
afford it? 

While there are many reasons for rising 
health care costs, Oregonians for Health 
Security (OHS), recently released a report 
charging that the cost of hospital care has 
been one of the main factors driving up 
health care costs over the last few years. In 
response, OHS has introduced several bills 
in the Oregon legislature to reign in costs 
and make charity care options more trans- 
parent to consumers. 

Among the findings of the organiza- 
tion’s February report, “Behind Oregon’s 
Health Care Crisis,’ OHS concludes that 
hospitals in Oregon collected $5 billion in 
2003, almost as much as the general fund 
of the state budget; are among the most 
profitable in the U.S.; and reported over 


. $272 million in net profit in 2003, a 25 
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Time for a break. A youthful marcher takes a few minutes out on the Capitol steps from protesting the state’s policies toward farm- 


percent increase over 2000. 

“What few Oregonians realize is that 
hospitals bills are one of the hidden hands 
pushing health care inflation: Pushing 
inflation because it is the largest compo- 
nent of health care spending, but hidden 
because most 
consumers pay 
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March begins with sit-down in 
governor’s office and ends 
with march through streets of 


Portland. 
By DAVE MAZZA 
t first it looked like a splash of 
color at the side of this dusty road 
to Aurora. A few hundred yards 
closer, the colors take on definition. About 
150 tired, dusty women, men and children 
are marching north along the road’s soft 
shoulder. Despite their obvious fatigue, 
they are maintaining an impressive pace 
and perk up whenever a vehicle passes, 
waving signs and cheering. | 

It is mid-point in this march for justice, 
the brainstorm of Marcy Westerling of the 
Rural Organizing Project. While many of 
the marchers drop in and out due to time 
demands, the march remains constant in. 
size at 150 to 200 people. What is impor- 
tant to Westerling and others involved in 
the project is that rural people make up the 
majority of marchers, sending a signal to 
Portland and other urban centers that pro-. 
gressive principals do have support in rural 
Oregon, as well as a signal to other rural 
Oregonians who may fear expressing their 
views in isolation. 

The march started on June 12 with car- 
avans of people arriving at the capitol to 
declare a state of emergency by the 
“Assembly of Unrepresented People.” 
Over 900 people joined the Sunday after- 


Please see MARCH page 19 > 


dies to fuel unnecessary expansion, and 
spend only 1.5 cents of every dollar of 
annual revenue on charity care for the 
needy. : 
According to the OHS report, the num- 
ber of hospitals consolidating into systems 
has increased 
more than 50 


for hospital e percent in the 
care indirectly OHS concludes that hospi- past decade, 
via insurance tals in Oregon collected $5 resulting in the 
premiums, of billion in 2003, almost as closure of Bess 
the payroll Kaise, 
deductions and Much as the general fund of Douglass 
taxes which the state budget; are among Community, 
cover Medicare the most profitable in the %4 Pastmore 
and Medicaid p land Hospitals. 
hospital pay- .U.S.; and reported over $272 “In most 
ments,” the Oregon coun- 


report states. 
They pin the 
blame directly 
on large hospi- 
tal systems such as Providence and 
Legacy, charging that they use their con- 
solidated power to drive up the cost of 
health care for the insured, use tax subsi- 


million in net profit in 2003, a 
25 percent increase over 2000. 


ties, Consumers 

have literally no 

choice about 
hospital care, as 
only one hospital system is available in the 
area,’ according to the report. 
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need to express my voice regarding the 
article (smear campaign) on Bonnie 
Tinker and Love Makes A Family 
printed in JustOut. I have waited this long 
to write in because I,m still waiting to read 
about JustOut’s “unbiased” exposé on 
other local LGBT organizations that they 
promised to examine, but no such exposés 
have been published. I don,t believe I can 
denounce JustOut and their transparent 
motivations any better than previous con- 
cerned citizens or editors of other local 
publications (Portland Mercury and 
Alliance). I do believe I can give a bit of a 
comparison of my personal dealings with 
both Roey Thorpe and Basic Rights 
Oregon and also Bonnie Tinker and Love 
Makes A Family. 

I have volunteered with both BRO and 
LMAF in the past, but I stopped volunteer- 
ing with BRO because they were becom- 
ing nasty to me because they knew I was 
also volunteering with LMAF. It was dur- 
ing the marriages in Multnomah County 
last year when BRO staff became vocally 
belligerent with me and another LMAF 
volunteer down at the county building. We 
were trying to assist couples wanting to 
get a license and the BRO staff ripped into 
us. We were NOT fighting some turf war, 
we were doing our best to make this whole 
experience as smooth and enjoyable as 
possible for the happy couples. The BRO 
staff, however, saw and treated the LMAF 
volunteers worse than they did the homo- 
phobic protestors outside. I thought we 
were all supposed to be “family?” My 
experience indicated to me that BRO is 


MAIL CALL 


nothing more than an elitist, A-list, snob- 
bery organization and if anyone is a media 
whore, it’s BRO. 

On a more current note, I have been 
dealing with serious harassment at my 
employment for the past six months and I 
contacted both BRO and LMAF for help. I 
had sent an email to both Roey Thorpe and 
Bonnie Tinker and when Roey noticed I 
was sending the same email call for help to 
Bonnie, Roey suddenly stopped returning 
my calls, stopped taking my calls, and 
stopped responding to my emails. Bonnie, 
on the other hand, continued to contact me 
frequently to assist, guide and encourage 
me, and sometimes just to let me know she 
was thinking of me and hoping I was doing 
okay. The BIG difference between Bonnie 
and Roey is that Roey is nothing more than 
an opportunistic politician power-hungry 
for absolute control, and Bonnie is a gen- 
uinely sweet, sincere, caring, warm heart- 
ed human being that cares about people 
even if they aren’t on the local A-list or 
provide a photo opportunity. 

Shame on JustOut for their- unprofes- 
sional attempt to smear Bonnie Tinker and 
LMAF, and shame on BRO for alienating 
individuals and other LGBT organizations. 
How DARE they believe they are the only 
correct voice of the LGBT community? As 
far as JustOut goes, it is now nothing more 
than a rag of mostly advertising with 
pathetic attempts at journalism sprinkled in. 


Sincerely, 
Kurt D. Koester 
(via e-mail) - 


Paul Loney — 


Attorney at Law 


Theatre, Theatre Bldg. 
3430 S.E. Belmont St. Suite 101 
Portland, Oregon 97214 


(t) 508-234-2694 
(f) 503-234-1330 
email: blc@hevanet.com 


Member, National Lawyers Guild 


Distributors Needed! 


The Portland Alliance is seeking volunteer distributors for sev- 
eral routes in the metropolitan area. We need distributors for 


the following routes: 


HAWTHORNE BLVD., MILWAUKIE 
& OREGON City 
ST. JOHNS-DENVER, WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY (SALEM), 
PEARL DISTRICT AND HILLSBORO 


As a distributor you are responsible for delivering the new 
issues of the Alliance to the locations on your route, remove 
any of last month’s papers, seek out new locations, and com- 
plete distribution reports. Each route takes approximately 2-4 
_ hours each month, including picking up the paper at the 
Alliance office and dropping of your distribution report after- 


wards. 


Depending on the production cycle, most times you have 5-7 
days in which to do your deliveries. An automobile or bicycle 


is required in most cases. 


To find out more, call 503-239-4991. 
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Forget the stereo, 
they’ve got copper wire! 
N°: wanting to miss out on Meth- 

panic 2005, Portland General 
Electric advised ratepayers in its May 
“Update” that fighting metham- 
phetamene-related crimes was part of the 
$1million being spent this year by the 
utility on security. According to Joe 
Goodale, Corporate Security Manager for 
PGE, “Meth-related crimes are up 
tremendously. Thieves are after wire and 
metal that they can sell to scrap metal 
dealers to support their drug habit.” Now 
according to the boys down at Schnitzer 
Steel, the going price for copper wire is 
$0.55 per pound. That means the local 
meth addict — or “bandit” as Goodale 
refers to them — must round up about 19 
pounds of wire to buy that dime bag 
they’re craving. Are we the only ones 
having trouble envisoning a crime wave 
here? 


man, 


[source: Portland General Electric May 
2005 UPDATE “Protecting your power”] 


But we still have enough guns, 
- right? 

o allay the escalating costs of the Iraq 

war, it appears the Bush administra- 
tion has had to let a few people go. And 
by people, I mean former American ser- 
vicemen and women in need of medical 
care. It led to some hot tempers and even 
hotter air in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
told Congress that its health care costs 
grew out of it’s britches and left their bud- 
get a cool billion short this year. House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman 


Steve Buyer (R-Ind.) suggested the DVA 
give short-shrift to new building con- 
struction instead. 

According to Sen. Patty Murray, 
“This shortfall results from either deliber- 
ate misdirection or gross incompetence 
by this administration and the 
Department of Veteran Affairs.” 


[source: Associated Press] 


Saving her life never occurred to 
me 

ortland PoliceOfficr Scott 

McCollister testified this past month 
about the day he killed Kenda James. 

Also, as James lay dying, McCollister 
did not attempt to save her life by admin- 
ististering cardiopulmonary resuscitation, 
or “mouth-to-mouth.” He justified this 
failure to even attempt to save this woman 
he had just shot because he did not have a 


mask and he “didn’t think of that.” 


Worse, he then went on record saying 
that he “normally wouldn’t give it to 
someone [he] did not know.” 

Well that’s certainly reassuring. If you 
need emergency medical care, rest 
assured, you’ll get it as soon as an officer 
you know personally arrives on the scene. 

Tell us, Officer McCollister what if 
someone you knew had HIV/AIDS, and 
you had just accidentally shot them? 
Would they, too, be out of luck? 


Again and Again 
alliburton “won” a contract worth 
more than $1 billion to support U.S. 
troops in the Balkans and other areas in 


“Europe. 


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
contract was awarded to Halliburton sub- 


“Anyone who is capable of getting themselves made President should on 
no account be allowed to do the job.” 


—Douglas Adams 


from The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 


sidiary Kellog, Brown & Root despite 
ongoing allegations of overbilling by the 
unit, the largest U.S. contractor in Iraq. 
Halliburton has consistently denied 
wrongdoing. 

Halliburton is guaranteed a minimum 
of $5 million for the first year and an 
additional $1 million for each of the four 
optional years under the contract, which 
replaces the Balkans Support Contract 
awarded to Halliburton in May 1999, the 
Army Corps said in a release. The U.S. 
may spend tp to $1.25 billion for the 
cOmpany's services in that half decade 

The Army Corps said it expects the 
cost of support services for troops in the 
Balkans to be about $70 million in the 
first year, and nearly a quarter-billion dol- 
lars over the five-year life of the contract, 
and. It does not yet know the cost of sup- 
port for regions outside the Balkans. 


KBR’s European mission will include. 


maintenance, water production, food and 
laundry services, firefighting and build- 
ing housing for troops on peacekeeping 
operations in the Balkans. 

And all this just when they get the 
contract for the new anti-terror detention 
center a la Gitmo. 

Of course, there’s no connection 
between any of this and Dick Cheney. 
Why do you ask? 


[source: Associated Press] 


The same people who brought you 
targeted assassinations... 
M fun news from the Land of Milk 
and Honey! Jerusalem City Hall 
announced Thursday it would not allow 
the planned annual gay pride parade to go 
ahead next week, saying the march would 
offend many of the holy city's residents 
and set off unrest. 

Organizers of the parade appealed to 
the courts to repeal the ruling, saying the 
decision was a violation of the homosex- 
ual community's freedom of expression. 

The city council, including the mayor, 
decided “it is not right to allow the march 
or other planned activities to take place in 
the streets of Jerusalem, fearing that it 
will create an uproar, offend a wide sector 
of city residents and out of fear of public 
disturbances,” said Eitan Meir, Director- 
General of City Hall in a letter to orga- 
nizers. 
= The bulk of Jerusalem’s more than 
600,000 residents are either Orthodox 
Jews or Muslim or Christian Palestinians, 
conservative communities that oppose 
homosexuality. 

Previous events have passed peaceful- 
ly, attended by several thousand people 
and with only minor incidents of vandal- 


Otton 
lou 


ism and protest. But all took place under 
heavy security. 

The organizers of the parade, the 
Jerusalem Open House for Pride and 
Tolerance, appealéd to the court to allow 
the march to go ahead. 

“The actions of the mayor, and those 
carrying out his policies, are injurious to 
the values of freedom of expression,” said 
Hagai El-Ad, director of the Open House. 

“The city of Jerusalem continues in its 
discriminatory policy against the 
Jerusalem Open House and the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender community 
in Jerusalem,” El-Ad said. 

You can almost hear James Dobson’s 
jealousy, can’t you? Luckily our nation 
afford slightly more protection. Slightly. 


[source: Associated Press] 


Just think: Your back yard can now 
be a privatized prison. 
iting the need for economic develop- 
ment, a sharply divided U.S. 
Supreme Court has ruled municipalities 
can seize private property for economic 
development. 

Yes, if you happen to live in a spot 
commercial interests are eyeballing, your 
town can now seize your land 

Don’t expext too much of this to hap- 
pen right away. Property rights is an issue 


- that often transcends party lines, and any 


effort to seize property from private own- 
ers anywhere will surely provoke public 
anger on an massive and unprecedented 
scale. 

So we can expect come cash-strapped 
municipality somewhere to try this idea 
on the most illiterate area they can sell. 
Keep your eyes on this one, folks. 


| might be opposed to that Hitler 
guy, too. 

ust Out publisher Marty Davis came 
J. out against the war last month. More 
accurately, in her June editorial Davis 
made a passing remark that the war was 
wrong, followed by her acknowledge- 


ment that this was her first “anti-war” - 


comment to appear in one of her editori- 
als. The comment comes two years and 
three months after the U.S. invaded Iraq. 

This is not the first time that Davis has 
led up the rear in public opinion. She con- 
tinued to carry Portland Police Chief 
Mark Kroeker’s banner long after the 
city’s top cop was exposed for homopho- 
bic views he expressed before Christian 
police groups. Rumor has it that Davis 
will soon come out against the Axis 
Powers, the Vietnam War and the invasion 
of Grenada. 
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IN THE LAST 20 YEARS - 
120 BABIES WERE CONCEIVED 
ORGASMS ACHIEVED 
14 RELATIONSHIPS ENDED 
10-5 85 RELATIONSHIPS BEGAN 
: ALL ON COTTON CLOUD FUTONS 
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Kucinich promotes Department of Peace to Portlanders 


By PAUL MARESH 
ongressman Dennis Kucinich (D- 
Ohio) came to Portland June 5-6 to 
talk about forthcoming legislation 
to create a cabinet level Department of 
Peace. The Congressman from the 10th 
District of Ohio met 
with over three hun- 
dred peace advocates 
at “A Calling for 
Peace and Unity’’the 
afternoon of June 5 at 
the First Unitarian 
Church. That evening 
the Congressman con- 
ducted a standing- 
room-only town hall 
mecting :-- im---3the 
church’s Chapel 
Room. The following day, Kucinich ran a 
heavy schedule of media appearances in 
the morning and facilitated a series of 
thought leadership meetings at the Central 
Eranch Library In the afternoon. That 
ening he attended the kick off potluck 
` the Rural Organizing Project’s March 
` Truth, Justice and Community from 
lem to Portland. The series of events 


Dennis Kucinich 


drew participants from Washington and 
around Oregon. 

The Ghandi Peace Award Recipient for 
2001 and 2005 Illuminated the crowd as to 
how the Department of Peace and the 
Peace Academy would teach and promote 
nonviolent conflict resolution. Having the 
Secretary of Peace at Cabinet meetings 
would add a dimension of problem solving 
to cabinet meetings when issues of nation- 
al security were being discussed. Those in 
attendance were given some ideas as to 
how the peace dividend would translate 
into benefits, not just for Americans but for 
all the citizens of the world. 

“Peace is not just the absence of war; it 
is the active presence of a capacity for love 
and compassion, and reciprocity,” stated 
Kucinich. “It is an awareness that our lives 


are not to be lived simply for ourselves 


through expressing our individuality, but 
we confirm the purpose of our lives 
through the work of expressing our shared 
sense of community in a purposeful and 
practical way; to sustain our own lives we 
sustain the lives of others-in family, in a 
community of neighborhoods called a city, 
and in a community of nations called a 


world.” 

Congressman Kucinich was followed 
by local activists, including: Betsy Toll of 
Living Earth; author and local radio per- 
sonality Thom Harman; Dan Meek, public 
interest attorney and public power advo- 
cate; Lloyd Marbet; Gary Spanovich, 
Founder of the Wholistic Peace Institute; 
Dr. Harry Anastasiou Professor at PSU 
Graduate Peace and Conflict Resolution 
Program; Reverend Grace Young, co- 
founder and CEO of Spititual City Forum; 
and Shantu Shah, an international peace 
and human rights activist and KBOO 
board member. These participants made 


‘presentations on the various facets of 


peace, including the reading of a three 
thousand year old Sanskrit prayer. 

The Town Hall meeting was facilitated 
by Congressman Kucinich. Over 140 peo- 
ple were in attendance.The discussion at 
this event was very wide ranging and 
evolved over the course of two hours. 
Dennis Kucinich was introduced by Nick 
Biddle, from Bend, one of the co-founders 
of “The Alliance For Democracy” with a 
quote from Ralph Nader: “He is the only 
politician who thinks in private what he 


says in public.” As the discussion evolved, 
it covered different facets: the disenfran- 
chised and hunger; jobs and the possibility 
of a latter day WPA style program - trade 
policies; energy; access points to services; 
and truth in labeling. 

The Congressman called attention to 
the potential of the discussion, suggesting 
that a statement be created to spell out pro- 
grams, goals and economic policy ideas. 
There were a wide range of opinions on 
trade policies. Kucinich reminded us that: 
“We are the government.” But that under 
NAFTA, CAFTA, the WTO and other 
trade agreements it is illegal for us to 
implement a “Buy American” policy. He 
also told those assembled that legislators 
from Central American countries came to 
D.C. and told him that they were called in 
at two and three o’clock in the morning to 
vote on CAFTA, without being able to see 
the actual legislation. Many of them were 
shocked afterwards to find out they had 
voted to privatize their country’s social 
services.The conversation continued to 
evolve around building community - and 


Please see KUCINICH page 20 > 


3ill to plug hole in utility 


DAVE MAZZA 

bill to end a loophole costing 
ratepayers millions in utility 
charges for taxes that will never be 
aed SB408 passed the Oregon 
Senate 26-4 on June 8 and was then sent to 
t 2 Republican-controlled House of 
Representatives. As this issue goes to 
press, the bill is languishing in committee 
were several lawmakers say it will still be 
when the session ends. 

The impact of this loophole that allows 
utilities to collect taxes from ratepayers 
through fees and rate increases is not 
insignificant. Oregon State Senator Vicki 
Walker (D-Eugene), carrier of the bill, 
stated: | 

“For several years, the large 

electricity and gas utilities regulat- 
ed bythe Oregon PUblic Utility 
Commission have been charging to 
Oregon ratepayers hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars for “state income 
taxes’ an ‘federal income taxes’ 
that in fact have not been paid to 
any government. .Currently, the 
best available estimate of these 
charges to Oregon ratepayers is 
$150 million per year.” 

Under SB408, the Oregon Public 
Utility Commission would not be permit- 
ted to allow utilities to charge ratepayers 
more for income taxes than the amount 
actually paid by the utilities to the govern- 
ment. Since 1997, PGE and Enron have 
been collecting state and federal taxes but 
have never made a payment to either 
Oregon or the federal government. That 
tab picked up by ratepayers now exceeds 
$750 million according to Dan Meek, 
attorney for the Utility Reform Project. 

Meek’s group discovered the loophole 
in 2002 and filed a formal complaint with 
the Oregon Public Utilities Commission, 
In the spring of 2003, the commission 


4 


rejected the complaint. Meek appealed, 
obtaining a court order directing the com- 
mission to address the issue. The commis- 
sion has still not taken any action, leaving 
the utility charging ratepayers $93 million 
per year for taxes the government will 
never see. 3 

PGE is not the only bad actor in this 
scenario. Pacificorp and other regulated 
utilities have been doing the same but on a 
smaller scale. Senator Walker estimates 
Oregon ratepayers have paid out over $1 
billion over the past eight years for sate and 
federal income taxes that will never be paid 
to the government. Walker stated that regu- 
latory commissions in 19 other states have 
plugged similar loopholes in their utility tax 
codes, ending this shameful practice. 

Under SB408, regulated utilities — 
except for water utilities — would have to 
file an annual tax report with the Oregon 
Public Utilities Commission stating the 
amount of income tax actually paid to the 
government by the utility or its consolidat- 
ed group. If the commission finds a differ- 
ence between taxes collected and taxes 
paid, it will create an automatic adjust- 
ment clause in the utility’s rate structure so 
no ratepayer pays more or less than the 
actual amount of taxes paid. Appropriate 
interest would be charged the utility to 
account for the time value of money. 

The bill was endorsed by The 
Oregonian, the Statesman-Journal and the 
Albany Democrat-Herald. It was also sup- 
ported by major industry groups like 
Associated Oregon Industries and the 
Building Owners and Managers 
Association. No lawmaker has attempted 
to move the bill out of committee 
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McLoughlin Wal-Mart 


meets stiff resistance 


By DAVE MAZZA 
7 proposal to build a Wal-Mart store 
at SE McLoughlin Blvd. and 
Tacoma St. drew a heavy neigh- 
borhood response within days of the plan’s 
announcement. Local developer 
Howard Dietrich has leased 
- the property, site of a for- 
mer Goodwill collec- 
tion center, to the 
world’s largest 
‘retailer, - who 
intends on building 
a two-story, 
150,000-square- 
foot store. there. 
Local residents are 
concerned about the 
impacts on their neigh- 
borhoods and their local 
businesses, as well as other 
issues about how Wal-Mart does 
business. 

For many people living in the 
Sellwood, West Moreland and Ardenwald 
neighborhoods, City Commissioner Sam 
Adams’ June 9 open letter to Wal-Mart 
CEO Lee Scott was the first they heard 
about the $50 million proposal. Adams, in 
a bold move, didn’t wait for the company 
to file a formal application before express- 
ing his opposition. His open letter 
charges: 


“..AS experience has shown, a 
Supercenter has drastic effects on a 
community: area grocery, clothing 
and merchandise stores close’ or 
scale back their operations; local 
newspapers — in which Wal-Mart 
does not advertise — decline due to 
lost ad revenue; increased traffic 
impacts on neighborhoods; net jos 
and income are lost. Wal-Mart 
prospers in spite of local and exist- 
ing business — not in concert with 
them...” 


The views expressed by Adams reflect 
the views of many of the residents of 
neighborhoods adjoining the Wal-Mart 
site. As John Fyre, president of the board 
of the Sellwood-Moreland Improvement 
League —the neighborhood association 
for Sellwood and West Moreland — noted, 
the June 15 board meeting drew a record 
crowd because developer Howard Dietrich 
was going to make a presentation. A 
neighborhood meeting organized for the 
following night drew over 30 people. 

The level of community activity is 
being driven in part by Dietrich, who has 
adopted a strategy of not revealing very 
much information to the community. He 
appeared poorly prepared at the associa- 
tion meeting, trying to persuade people his 
motives were a desire to create jobs and 
seniors and students, protect Johnson 
Creek, and provide people with unique 
shopping center. He refused, however, to 
attend a community meeting stating he 
intended on meeting with people in small 


groups of 2-3 so they can really discuss the 
issue. He has also refused to talk with the 
media according to some journalists pre- 
sent. 


Dietrich was trying to get people excit-. 


ed by the design of the pro- 
posed store. The prelimi- 
nary sketch was a big 
break from the Wal- 
Mart warehouse. 
The two-story 
structure would 
house over 500 
cars inside. The 
emphasis would 
be on groceries 
even though Wal- 
Mart has said there 
would be room for all 
the usual Wal-mart inven- 
tory. In other. communities 
7 concerned over the size of their 
competitor, Wal-Mart has gained a toehold 
with a scaled down store, only to rapidly 
expand into a fullsize operation at the 
opportune moment. 

Dietrich and Wal-Mart face some clear 
obstacles. Transportation may prove to be 
an insurmountable barrier to the plan. 
Over 50,000 vehicles use SE McLoughlin 
Blvd. each day. Another 14,000 use the 
Tacoma-Tenino overpass. Traffic to the 
site is further complicated by the limited 
access offered by the.overpass to the prop- 
erty. 

Another problem may be Tri-Met’s 
interest in the site. The location had been 
identified as a good place for a park-and- 
ride facility when the agency was looking 
at a Milwaukie extension of the light rail. 
The property wasn’t purchased at the time 
because funding for the light rail dried up. 

Residents aren’t waiting, however, for 
the problem to resolve itself. Working 
under the tentative name “No Sellwood- 
Moreland Wal-Mart,” over 60 residents are 
circulating petitions, asking local business 
owners to place a “No Wal-Mart” sign in 
their windows, and talking to reporters and 
elected officials. The group is also seeking 
out a land use attorney and a traffic expert. 

As this issue of the Alliance goes to 
press, anti-Wal-Mart activists were plan- 
ning ways to raise visibility around the 


issue, including regular picketing along 


commuter routes by the proposed store. 

They also recognize this is larger than 
a neighborhood problem. At present thre 
are two other efforts by Wal-Mart to break 
into the urban market. Sellwood activists 
have contacted their counterparts in Cedar 
Mills and in Gresham. Connections have 
also been made with the Oregon AFL-CIO 
and with other community groups con- 
cerned about Wal-Mart’s presence in the 
community. 

To find out more about this situation 
and the campaign to defeat Wal-Mart, visit 
www.NoSellwoodWalMart.com. 

A ES ELS SY ETRE RISE 
Dave Mazza is editor of the Alliance. 


North Portland mural finally 
gets underway 


fter more than a year of planning 
and quite a bit of red tape, North 
Portland’s School and Community Reuse 
Aciton Project, or SCRAP, gets a vibrant 
new front entrance. Designed by artist 
Bruce Orr (above), of MudEye Puppet 
fame, who lives in the neighborhood with 
his wife, artist-muralist Carla Forte, 
SCRAP’s mural vividly illustrates the 
many creative uses of recycled materials. 
In a unique community focuses design 
process, neighbors and visitors to 
SCRAP were encouraged to comment on 
two of Bruce’s preliminary sketchs. 
Those suggestions (a bright background, 
not grey!) were incorporated in the final 
mural. Teri Thomas Petersen, Art and 
Education Director of SCRAP (right) is — 
thrilled about the new mural on the blank 
wall at 3901A. N. Williams Ave. 
—Joanne Oleksiak 


Alliance receives grant 
from MRG Foundation 


he Northwest Alliance for 


ly exciting at a time when a new mayor is 


Alternative Media and Education, 

publisher of The Portland Alliance, 
received a $5,000 grant from the 
McKenzie River Gathering Foundation on 
June 6, 2005. The general support grant 
will go to support the Alliance’s mission to 
provide local news with a progressive 
analysis. The 25-year-old newspaper cov- 
ers stories not found in the mainstream 
press and analysis the corporate-dominat- 
ed media won’t offer. 

In the coming months, the Alliance 
will be using the MRG grant to examine 
the concept of a “Progressive Portland,” 
encompassing an examination of concrete 
ways in which we can make the city of 
Portland better reflect our progressive 
principals. The idea of a more democratic, 
just, and sustainable Portland is particular- 


opening up new spaces for organizing for 
such things. 

MRG Foundation is a statewide, com- 
munity supported foundation that funds 


_the efforts of Oregonians working ot build 


the progressive movement in Oregon. 
They fund projects that promote environ- 
mental, economic and social justice. Since 
its founding in 1976, MRG Foundation 
has distributed more than $8,500,000. 
MRG Foundation grantees address the 
root cause of problems including those 
related to workers’ rights, poverty, afford- 
able housing, oppression, globalization 
and environmental degradation. 

For more information about MRG, call 
503-234-2338 or 1-800-489-6743 or visit 
them online at www.mrgfoundation. 

—Dave Mazza 


The Northwest Alliance for Alternative Media and Education, 
publisher of The Portland Alliance, wishes to thank Laurie 


Morton for her generous in-kind donation of news racks and 


news boxes. These items will help us improve the visibility of 
the Alliance and to reach out to new neighborhoods. | 
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FROM FIRST-TIME HOME BUYERS 
TO BUYING OR SELLING INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 


Paul Maresh has been providing 
professional service to all since 1991 
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Central Eastide residents demand Brid 


By DAVE YANOWITZ 
he area just east of the Burnside 
Bridge is known for many things. 
The smell of white bread wafting 
from the Franz factory. Punks thronging 
outside the Viscount Ballroom. Cops 
scouring for drug activity on the streets 
and tackling it head-on. A ready supply of 
undocumented day labor waiting for 
unscrupulous contractors. Air caught 
above an unlikely skateboarding mecca. 
Used clothes and cheap vinyl. 

Norman Chusid, who owns Ankeny 
Hardware, knows it is a complex neigh- 
borhood. He calls it “a special mix of an 
industrial sanctuary, small-to-medium 
business area and incubator, an overabun- 
dance of homeless people needing survival 
services being provided by both public and 
private agencies, low-to-medium family 
income housing, too many halfway houses 
and drug treatment centers, a crucial short- 
age of parks and safe public places for 
individuals and families to gather.” 

Despite the simple, streetwise charm of 
the neighborhood, the winds of develop- 
ment have been blowing for some time 
now. More hotel rooms are planned to 
accomodate the bustling convention cen- 
ter, and the Doug Fir represents the area’s 
first big, swanky nightclub. 

Plans to develop about five blocks have 
been gestating for a year now. And over the 
last half year, there has been intense com- 
petition between local developers: Opus 
Northwest LLC and Beam Construction & 
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JULIE SABATIER ! 

In a time of escalating global violence and 
infuriating national apathy, it’s easy to get 
frustrated with the ongoing struggle for 
social change. City Repair and its on- 
going project known as the Village 
Building Convergence offer some good 
reasons for progressives to get out of bed 
in the morning and keep fighting the good 
fight. I caught up with City Repair co- 
founder Mark (aka Motion) Lakeman dur- 
ing this year’s Village Building 
Convergence to discuss how he envisions 
change. 


JS: Can you talk about City Repair and its 
history in Portland? 


ML: City Repair is an emergent vision that 
really comes from the children of the 
activists of the ‘60s and ‘70s...It began 
with the teahouse project in Sellwood in 
1996 and that ran for about six months. 
That was a guerilla project. It was built 
illegally and it was designed to attract the 
city government to it, to attack it and tell 
the neighborhood they couldn’t have 
it...Once that happened and the city gov- 
ernment said, “Oh, you can’t have that; 
you didn’t ask us permission,” then the 
neighborhood was really upset. They’d 
learned a lot by this time. Once the tea- 
house was built, people started to 
talk...And people were saying, “Where are 
all the public squares?” It was like they 
were waking up in the Matrix or some- 
thing...There was this whole will in the 
neighborhood to do something illegal 
together and to defy the whole system. 
That’s when the “Share-it Square” was 
born on Sherret Street...City Repair is real- 
ly restorative, engaging and we’re tired of 
asking permission. 


JS: Are you able to build without asking 
permission at this point? 


ML: As much as possible. A lot of times, 


we do partner with the city agencies 
because now they’re our friends. That’s a 
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Management LLC led the pack. Both com- 
panies proposed massive projects to the 
Portland Development Commission, but 
the Opus proposal included one thing that 
gave community activists added pause: a 
big-box hardware store, likely a Home 
Depot or Lowe’s, as an anchor to ensure a 
steady flow of customers. Beam 
Construction’s proposal immediately 
became known as the one the community 
favored. | 

The Association for Responsible Inner 
Eastside Neighborhood Development 
(AFRIEND) represents the interests of res- 
idents in the area. At a public hearing on 
April 28, members of AFRIEND implored 
the PDC to consider the Beam proposal, 
fearing the effect a big-box store could 
have on this region (by and large, Eastside 
big-box stores are on or east of 82nd). 
Then, the PDC announced that Opus was 
their choice. The PDC justification essen- 
tially said the Opus proposal required less 
in urban renewal funds than the other two 
developers, plans. The money would come 
from the Central Eastside Urban Renewal 
District, slated to expire in 2007. 

There was also dismay at how the PDC 
announced its decision to award the con- 
tract to Opus. It appeared as though the 
PDC had printed the choice before hearing 
community testimonials, raising the possi- 
bility that they never planned to truly listen 
to residents. 

Residents were also shocked the PDC 
chose to snub a contractor who, while 


very quick and easy way to subvert the 
system. The human beings inside the sys- 
tem have recognized that they can have a 
whole lot of fun and do rewarding work 
that is more satisfying than being a bureau- 
crat. 


JS: What is your role in this re s Village 
Building eam 


ML: I’m one of the core coordinators and 
I undersee site design, event design and 
logistics. 


_ JS: Undersee, what does that mean? 


ML: Well, as opposed to oversee, which is 
kind of dominating and connotes power. I 
say undersee because it’s more about sup- 
porting, I think. I like to model leadership 
‘that’s more about support than power. 


JS: How did the Village - Building 
Convergence come about out of City 
Repair? 


ML: VBC is five years old now and it 
started in 2001 at a very modest scale with 
one project. We were testing a model for 
direct democracy in which people are able 
to literally act locally and make direct 
change in the places where they live...It 
worked so well that we tried it again, only 
the next year there was so much energy, so 
much involvement and interest, we went to 
seven projects... This year we’re around 20 
projects. We planned the thing to be a seed 


Back to Back Café 


a worker-owned collective 


614 E. Burnside 
503.233.1929 


back2backcafe @ yahoo.com 


‘open W-M 8a-10p 
Tues. till 8p 


ken tiles that we 


smaller than Opus, had far more commu- 
nity support. 

The PDC says the decision was strictly 
based on numbers. The Opus proposal 
would need over $5 million from the PDC, 
compared with roughly $10 million for 
Beam. But soon after the announcement, 
Beam filed a formal protest over potential 
conflicts of interest on the PDC. 

' The attitude displayed by the PDC has 
irked the Eastside activists. Chusid, also of 
AFRIEND, reminds the PDC it serves as 
“a caretaker of not only the public’s tax 
money, but also of the community for 
which it serves.” And City Council has tra- 
ditionally given wide latitude to the semi- 
autonomous comission. 

Despite this decision, community 
activists remain undaunted. Now they 
demand that a Community Oversight 
Committee (COC) be established. 
According to AFRIEND attorney Emily 
Simon, “the COC we envision for the 
Bridgehead project is a forward-looking 
body that will help correct some of the 
mistakes PDC has made in its process 
thusfar.” 

Simon articulated the need for a COC 
in a letter sent in June to city 
Commissioner Randy Leonard. Simon 
says the COC is necessary to give the pro- 
ject “true transparency and accountabili- 
ty” as it moves forward. City Council 
declined on June 21 to create a COC. 

Leonard has gone on record with the 
Portland Tribune, saying that “Citizen 


that would grow and now it seems to be 
hitting an exponential scale...The main 
point is to give people a chance to get to 
know each other through making decisions 
and working together...Village Building 
Convergence is just one way, one event by 
which we repair the city. 


JS: Tell me about the materials you’re 
using to do that. 


ML: We’re working with available materi- 
als. We’re working with rocks under our 
feet. When we dig the foundation for, say, 
this lovely bench in front of us, the clay 
that comes right out of the ground from the 
excavation becomes the clay that we use to 
build the structure with. We’re using clay 
and then we’re also bringing in sand from 
a local source that comes from a non- 
streambed location so that we’re not hurt- 
ing any kind of 
aquatic life. And 
then we’re using 
locally harvested 
straw. This is for 
the earthen struc- 
tures. There’s 
also a lot of recy- 
cled materials- 
recycled wood, 
doors, windows, 
roofing, knobs, 
all kinds of bro- 
ken hardware, 
broken glass, bro- 


gehead oversight 


involvement has value, and as long as such 
committees are working to make projects 
happen and not just stop them.” 

As thing currently stand, Opus project 
manager Bruce Wood has formed still 
another company, and Beam development 
will have a- small role in the project. 
Chusid says the group “has concerns that 
Bruce Wood is no longer an OPUS 
employee as he was during the many 
months that the selection process went 
on.” Wood is openly opposed to such over- 
sight, and at press time had not responded 
to requests for comment. 

Simon and AFRIEND are still pushing 
for community oversight that provides real 
transparency. They also hope the final 
design will incorporate living-wage jobs 
and avoid the tendency, as in the Pearl 
District, to build spendy condominiums 
instead of market-rate housing. And of 
course, they want to counter against the 
chance of “OPUS once again inserting a 
Lowe’s or similar big-box concept into the 
project for funding reasons.” 

For now, a big-box store`is off the 
table. That incendiary element of the orig- 
inal Opus proposal is gone, a direct result 
of community outrage. Now the lengthy 
process of negotiating the rest of the pro- 
ject’s details can begin. And if the past 
year is any indication, there is more ‘con- 
flict to come. 


Dave Yanowitz is the Alliance’s News 
THES ang slits Calendar Editor. 


Mark Lakeland: Changing the spaces in which we live 


use for-mosaic...The materials are mostly 
just really an expression of the local cli- 
mate and geology. 


JS: Are these materials approved for build- 


ing houses? 


ML: In Portland, so far, there aren't any 
houses. built out of cob, not houses that 


_ people officially live in. But there are actu- 


ally quite a few cob buildings that have 
been built in spite of the fact that they’re 
not permitted...Now, there’s two code- 
approved buildings in Portland using cob. 
People’s Food Co-op is the first one and 
the Rebuilding Center is the second one. 
So, even though, there haven’t been resi- 
dences built yet, there’s two commercial 
structures that have used [cob]. So, it’s 
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Celebrating 25 years of radical eco-defense 


This Independence Day, Earth 
Firstlers will be gathering in 


the wilds of Mt. Hood to cele- 


brate a quarter century of 
defending the earth. 


By CASCADIA RISING COLLECTIVE AND 
STUMPTOWN EF! 

n the 4th of July, while most 

Americans are enjoying hot dogs 

and lighting off illegal fireworks 
like it’s their patriotic duty, a nation of 
Earth First!ers will be kicking off their 
25th year of radical eco-defense, and using 
the occasion to declare their loyalty to a 
bioregion called Cascadia. A few hundred 
activists camped near a roadless area does- 
n't equate to the emergence of Ecotopia by 
any stretch of the imagination, but one has 
to wonder what’s going to happen when a 
scattered tribe that manages to strike fear 


into the heart of corporations worldwide - 


converges upon the wilds of Mt. Hood for 
a week this summer. | 

The annual gathering, called the Round 
River Rendezvous (RRR), brings hundreds 
of environmentalists, artists, and activists 
from around the globe together for hikes, 
workshops, games, training, music and 


drinks, culminating in a “direct action” to. 


influence local issues affecting the health 


of the planet. The Rendezvous moves from ` 


place to place every year, much like the 
notorious Rainbow Gathering taking place 


around the same time in West Virginia. The - 
Pacific Northwest has long been a popular | 


location for the Earth First!ers to meet, 
with a lot of history tying them to the 


region. After the last gathering in southern ` 


' Washington in 2002, groups from the 
Rendezvous occupied a skyscraper in 
downtown Portland to protest the relation- 
ship between Umpqua Bank and old- 
growth logger Roseburg Forest Products, 
and also blocked construction on a gas 
pipeline through a wildlife refuge. 

With the Earth First! movement facing 
its silver anniversary, organizers old and 
young feel that the upcoming national 
gathering will be a good time to reflect on 
the changes the movement has undergone, 
as well as its local history in Portland. 
“Even after 25 years, I run into a lot of 
people who still think Earth First! is a 
secretive group of dreadlocked hippies 
spiking trees in the dead of night,’ says 
organizer Jesse Brown. “I’ve been working 


for the forests for a few years, but it’s real- - 


ly great to hear the history of the environ- 
mental movement, all the creative things 
people have done in the past, the tight 
scrapes they’ve gotten into, and how it’s 
affected the course of their lives.” 
Portland’s Earth First!ers emphasize 


that while environmental direct action has 
played a large role in their history, there’s 
always been a great deal of work focusing 
on education, outreach, and forming coali- 
tions with groups working on other issues 


- including racism, anti-war activities, labor 


issues, and sexual discrimination. “The 
future of our movement is the coalition 
work we do to build solidarity across our 
campaigns. We’re all working on local 
issues, and only through working together 
can we create and realize the vision of the 
sustainable and just society we want,” said 
local Earth First!er Sarah Wald. 

Many Earth First!ers also put time into 
social justice causes, including supporting 
political prisoners and affordable health 


throw away from this summer’s direct 
action campaign against the Biscuit “sal- 


vage logging” project. Portland itself has 


hosted Earth First! actions since the mid- 
1980’s under a wide variety of names 
including Stumptown EF! and of course 
the Cascadia Forest Alliance, which led 
the widespread direct actions at Eagle 
Creek. Eagle was a timber sale of more 
then a thousand acres containing old- 
growth and roadless forests that was ulti- 
mately cancelled after a successful 5 year 
campaign. In a tragic twist, just days 
before the sale cancellation was legally 
signed, a 23 year old woman named Beth 
O’Brien, known widely as Horehound, 


died after falling from one of the tree-sits. 


Taking forest defense to the streets: Cascadia Rising and Earth First! activists set up 
a tripod outside U.S. Forest Service Headquarters earlier this year to protest the Biscuit 


timber sale. 


care, and creating sustainable building 
structures. Committed Earth First! 
activists have been sharing a broad range 
of skills to maintain and shape a culture 
that is classless, inviting, and satisfying to 
take part in. 

“Earth First! is a unique organization, 
in that it has no membership, no leader- 
ship, and thus no type of centralized orga- 
nization. It’s more of.a grassroots move- 
ment with participants from individual 
chapters free to make decisions about what 
is important in their community,’ says 


local forest activist Kevin Sloan. 


Cascadia has long been an epicenter of 
Earth First! activity, with the first-ever for- 
est protection road-blockade occurring in 
1983 near the Kalmiopsis Wilderness in 
the Siskiyou National Forest -. a stone’s 


Earth First!ers pride themselves on their 
daring, but also on safety and caring for 
each other, and this rare direct action casu- 
alty has not been forgotten oya members of 
the community. 

While Earth First! may be best remem- 
bered for hard hitting direct actions aimed 
at environmental protections, ovẹr the last 


ten to fifteen years Earth First has increas- 


ingly focused on coalition building and 
cross-issue organizing. For example, 
despite the popular media image of an 
adversarial relationship between timber 
workers and environmentalists, there is a 
long history of connections between the 
International Workers of the World. and 
Earth First!. During the [WW’s first twen- 
ty years, lumber workers in the Pacific 


Northwest were among the most militant 


of the Wobblies. These lumber workers 


had their own perspectives on conserva- — 


tion, and have not always seen themselves 
in Opposition to environmentalists. 

Earth First!’s own inspiration drew 
much upon the IWW philosophy of direct 
action, humor, music, and practical cri- 
tique of mainstream organizations. Indeed, 
famed singer Utah Phillip’s once described 
Earth First! as the IWW of the environ- 
mental movement. Coalitions between 
labor unions and environmentalists were 
behind the massive protests that shut down 
Seattle during the World Trade 
Organization meeting in 1999.The most 
famous alliance between Earth First! and 
the IWW was built by Judi Bari in 
Northern California during Redwood 
Summer. This struggle against Lousiana- 
Pacific in Mendocino County, and Kaiser 
Aluminum, both subsidiaries of Maxxam 


Corporation, has continued to link the — 


work of Earth First!ers and organized 


-labor.Because of this alliance Earth First! 


organizations in Oregon and Washington 
renounced tree-spiking as a tactic in order 
to further their ability to build coalitions 
with the labor movement. © 
Earth First! activists also played a key 
role in the formation of Justice Alliance 
Coalition which was formed in 1993 in 
Chattanooga Tennesse by anti-racism 
activists in response to the death of Larry 
Powell, a black truck driver choked to 
death by a group of eight white police offi- 
cers after being pulled over on suspicion of 
DUI.Later that year Earth First! activists 
were instrumental in shutting down a KKK 
rally against the city’s gay rights parade. 
In Arizona, Earth First!ers have been 
key to the opposition of right-wing anti- 
immigrant groups such as the Minutemen. 
These Earth First!ers put out the call to 
action to protest these racist vigilantes and 
monitor their behavior on the border. In 
addition, the Earth First! Journal frequent- 
ly contains reports of anti-racist organizing 
by Earth First! activists and organizations. 
- Right now, Earth First!ers in the South 
are organizing Mountain Justice Summer. 
In the spirit of Redwood Summer and 
Mississippi Summer, activists are respond- 
ing to the savage process of mountain top 
removal coal mining. For years, the moun- 
tains of Appalachia have been clearcut and 


‘flattened, with excess soil and rock pushed 


into the valleys below, before machines or 
explosives are used to pulverize the rock, 
obscuring the coal. Organizers claim that 
this inefficient process has buried over 
1200 miles of Appalachian headwater 
streams, while others are heavily polluted 


when heavy metals and mining chemicals 


Please see Sapri page 18 > 


CRE RAR a SR PS OR me RS CE OMS SRS OR ROU RD EE MSE CR RR CS OIC LS He RRO MS MM CUR RR CO eR MR mC Rae MN aS NG OE RIG NCI OOS US RNS aS RS MS SAS ERS ACEC RCS CANS ER aN RG RCE NS SR ORS IC ER SGC MESSMO DRG CR NCR MCR RE RS AN DMR MSI MC OO ONC DE TRC OUTRO PORNO SPOOR RIOR ORD UHR PORTO OORT PC ANN 


4 Continued from page 6 


really only a matter of a very short time- 
maybe even next year-when the first resi- 
dential house will be built. 


JS: Can you define exactly what you mean 
when you contrast your vision with “the 
grid”? 


ML: If you go outside of your house in 
Portland, Oregon, chances are you’ll be 
standing on a street that is flat and 
straight...There’s no hills to obscure your 
vision. There are no curves around which 
you can’t see. You can see in any direction 
and you can see anything that anyone is 
doing...It basically is a way to regiment 
people and to facilitate control...It’s not 
just the geography and the straight lines. 
It’s the fact that power is held somewhere 


else, by people you have never met, who 
have somehow managed to convince the 
rest of us that we have no power...The grid 
isn’t just geographic; it’s psychological 
too...It’s just part of a larger construct that 
comes with colonialism where time and 
space and community lives according to 
rules they never decided for themselves. 


JS: Getting back to my original question, 


do you think that a city that has this kind 


of grid imposed on it can transform into 
more of a village environment? 


ML: First ar all, I think that empire is 
incredibly fragile. It’s the biggest house of 
cards ever created and it falls every 


-time...People are realizing that the grid is 


synonymous with their frustrations...When 
we say “city repair,’ our notion is that 
we're going to repair the city, but we’re 


recognizing that one city cannot change © 
and survive and be autonomous because 
it’s part of a larger network...We’re aspir- 
ing to create so'many local connections 
and excite so much possibility that things 
get out of hand...The whole system is so 
fragile. It depends upon deceit. It depends 


- upon dominance. All of this is such an 


inversion of our patterns and our inclina- 
tions that we all want it to fail. But it can’t 
fail and we can’t survive unless something 


„is there that we’ve built in its place. So 


we’re constructively engaged in this trans- 
formational process to repair the city. But 


` we think that by repairing one, we can 


inspire the repair of all of them. 


JS: Is there anything else you’d like to 


add? 


ML: I’m really feeling exhilarated this 


: Repairing society one house at atime 


week during the Village Building 
Convergence with all that’s going on. It 
really inspires me to see children outside 
working with their parents, children work- 
ing with other kids’ parents, parents work- 
ing with parents, all these people who 
come from outside of Portland to learn 
about how we do things here. I think that 
one of the things I love the most is that we 
plan to do this forever. We’re doing it 
because our ancestors used to build in 


May... definitely feel like I’m honoring ~ 


my ancestors by doing this work. Just see- 
ing all the family and community, that’s 
what I love the most. 

A A AT RGA ANN TONSA 
Julie Sabatier is a freelance writer and 
editor, as well as interim PM News Co- 
Director for KBOO 90.7 FM. 
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Media sources of racism in Oregon: How foul the air? 


Last month The Portland Alliance pub- 
lished the first part in a series of reports 
on racial images that contaminate the 
stream of information we receive through 
the mass media in Oregon. This series 
reviews research by two Portland State 
University faculty and four students first 
presented at a public forum last March, 
hosted by the PSU Community for Justice. 


That first installment showcased the 
results of two studies on racially biased 
crime reporting in Oregon. One study, by 
Dr. M. Casey Condon and Erin Michaels, 
took a critical look at the daily fare 
served up by the Oregonian, and a second 
study, by Collin Fellows and Mark 
Brogan, scrutinized the evening news. 
Both studies paid careful attention to the 
issue of representative sampling. Both 
found a clear and biased pattern of crime 
reporting, in the Oregonian and local net- 
work television, that unfairly puts a black 
face on. violent and sex crimes. 


This week the Alliance series on racism 
and the media in Oregon continues with a 
look at the popular talk radio format, 
with special attention on conservative talk 
radio. 
By M. CASEY CONDON 
Conservative Talk Radio’s Immigra- 
tion & Race “Curriculum” 
Co political talk radio took 
the U.S. airwaves by storm in the 
1990s. Today a handful of conservative 
talk radio (CTR) hosts are household 
names across the country, multi-media 
megastars plying their trade in cable tele- 
vision and topping the best-seller charts. 
These new radio celebrities pose as pop- 
ulist “intellectuals” and they command 
loyal mass audiences that are as highly 
mobilized politically as they are profitable. 
José A. Padin, a Portland State 
University sociologist, and Shelley Smith, 
a recent PSU Master’s degree recipient, 
studied the most popular conservative talk 
radio shows in the Portland market. What 
follows is a brief overview of findings 
reported at greater length in a chapter they 
contributed to Censored 2005, edited by 
Peter Phillips (Seven Stories Press, 2004). 
Smith and Padin analyzed 50 hours 
(200 quarter hour segments) of talk radio, 
focusing on five shows with some of the 
highest audience ratings in the Portland 
market in the fall of 2002: three national 
shows, Rush Limbaugh, Bill O’Reilly, 
Michael Savage, and two local shows, Lars 
Larson, anid Mark and Dave. Four of the 
five are clearly part of the CTR phenome- 
non, while the Mark and Dave is less 


explicitly ideological. 

Talk radio is often billed as radically 
liberated town hall democracy in action. It 
is very revealing to check in on who par- 
ticipates in conservative talk radio town 
halls, who does not participate, who gets 
talked about, and how. It should be noted 
that, in spite of appearances, most talk 
radio shows are so tightly staged and con- 
trolled by hosts that referring to what takes 
place in them as “conversations” is a trav- 
esty. l 

Among the identifiable callers in the 
Padin and Smith study, 74 percent were 
men and 62 percent were white men. 
Strikingly, although blacks, Latinos, and 
immigrants, were scarcely represented in 
these town hall “conversations”, they were 


PERSONAL HEALTH CARE BY 


Sia A 
ai S ERRA 
Fs 


FIGURE | + Sewves: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 
Office of the Actuary; ond US. Department af Commerce, 
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the topic of discussion in 57 percent of the 
radio segments (114 of 200).. African 
Americans were the number one preoccu- 
pation, followed by immigrants, who 
received attention in 40 percent of the 114 
segments. 

Latinos, and Mexicans in particular, 
were most commonly mentioned in the 
context of immigration discussions. About 
93 percent of all references to immigrants, 
in turn, were in connection to the “prob- 
lem” of “illegals”. This “illegal immigra- 
tion problem” was routinely blamed on the 
“Hispanic vote”, on the “radical Hispanic 
lobby”, and on a sinister alliance with “‘lib- 


erals”’. 

According to conservative talk radio 
hosts, immigrants are: terrorists (32 per- 
cent of segments), a cultural threat (27 per- 
cent), a hive of “special rights” advocates 
(20 percent), an economic drain (18 per- 
cent), and a serious crime threat (16 per- 
cent). Government, whose action is not 
much favored at these town halls, is 
nonetheless indicted for not doing enough 
to ward off the immigrant hordes (39 per- 
cent of immigration segments). 


Race and its Lurking Shadow 
‘Geta while immigrants appear in 
conservative talk radio as an anony- 
mous, faceless, and threatening mass, 
Black Americans are typically given a con- 


FIGURE | > Sources Centos for Medicare and Medienid Services, 
Office of the Actuary: ond US, Department of Commerce, 
Bursan of Eeonomic Ansis and Bureta af the Censis, 


crete and familiar public face. Rev. Al 
Sharpton and Jessie Jackson, for example, 
stand in as symbols to represent an 
unscrupulous, sleazy, and exploitative 
“civil rights establishment”. Michael 
Jackson represents pathological father- 
hood and freakish, doomed, attempts to 
assimilate. Various NBA players epitomize 
the full spectrum of “black pathology”, 
from crime to dysfunctional families. And 
so on. Not a single public figure turned up 
in discussion of Latinos. Only in romantic 
references to “good immigrants” from a 
bygone era, do white immigrants never 
make it into immigration discussions. 


Conservative talk radio hosts don’t shy 
away from the touchy issue of racism, but 
apparently bring it up only to make two 
points: racism affecting blacks is a thing of 
the past, and, to the degree that racism 
exists today, blacks are the perpetrators: 

When the conversation turns to the 
subject of “special rights,” immigrants and 
African Americans share equal blame. 
According to the conservative talk radio 
“curriculum,” the “nation” faces two pri- 
mary “special rights” threats: Affirmative 
Action, which is the perverse creature of a 
corrupt black civil rights establishment, 
and the movement demanding access to 
education and public services for immi- 
grants and their children, championed by 
the “radical Hispanic lobby” and the 
“ACLU.” 

If they did nothing else, conservative 
talk radio shows would still be formidable 
and peculiar revival meetings. Day in and 
day out, those in attendance rekindle a 
backward-looking and narrow sense 
national identity. 3 

Two threats are conjured to firm up a 
defensive sense of “American” identity in 
this daily ritual: a known and familiar 
threat, represented by blacks, and an 
inscrutable and less familiar threat, repre- 
sented by you-should-refer-to-them-as- 
illegals (Latinos). Although American 
Indians are seldom a topic of conversation, 
Arabs and Muslims are frequently dis- 
cussed in terms that are eerily reminiscent 
of the bloodthirsty savages in our 19th 
century national mythology. 

In one of the segments, Michael 
Savage, host of Savage Nation, was brutal- 
ly frank about the concerns that guide the 
“educational” mission of conservative talk 
radio info-preneurs: 


I mean that we have to decide 
which countries we want the immi- 
grant to come from. That goes to 
the demographics of the nation. 
How do we want America to look in 
twenty years? Do.we want it to be 
more White? Do we want it to be 
more Asian, less Asian? Do we 
want it to be more Hispanic?{...] 
No nation on Earth has ever had its 
demographic base changed as 
rapidly...that had not been invaded 
and defeated in war and then the 
women raped by the invaders. 


Next month the third and final install- 
ment of this series reviews a study of news 
on African Americans in the Oregonian. 


Does your business suffer a visibility problem? 


businesses. 


Are your advertising dollars buying you the visibility your business needs? 
If not, why not try advertising in The Portland Alliance. We can’t boast the 
enormous circulation of the big dailies and weeklies, but then again, we 
don't’see much sense in paying for an ad to be read by people who aren't 
interested in what you have to offer. 


Alliance readers want to spend their dollars in ways that reflect their prin- 
cipals. They want to patronize local businesses that see themselves as 
contributing members of the community. They’re interested in businesses 
that are trying to conduct business in a way that is environmentally sus- 
tainable and socially just. They are also consumers who are loyal to such 


If that's not enough to make you pick up the phone, we’re offering a revo- 
lutionary deal to celebrate two great revolutions (ours and France’s): A 10 
percent discount on any ad contract. That’s in addition to other discounts 

available for contract length or non-profit status. 


Don't delay. This offer is only good for the month of July. Call 503-239- | 
4991 and start getting your business noticed by the right kind of people. 
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Good Things 
Happening 
in Venezuela 


Is Chavev moving nation 
towards a new model or 
“Third Way?” 


BY MICHAEL PARENTI 

ven before I arrived in Venezuela 

for a recent visit, I encountered the 

great class divide that besets that 
country. On my connecting flight from 
Miami to Caracas, I found myself seated 
next to an attractive, exquisitely dressed 
Venezuelan woman. Judging from her 
prosperous aspect, I anticipated that she 
would take the first opportunity to hold 
forth against President Hugo Chavez. 
Unfortunately, I was right. 

Our conversation moved along 
famously until we got to the political 
struggle going on in Venezuela. 
“Chavez,” she hissed, “is terrible, terri- 
ble.” He is “a liar”; he “fools the people” 
and is “ruining the country.” 

She herself owns an upscale women’s 
fashion company with links to prominent 
firms in the United States. When I asked 
how Chavez has hurt her business, she 
said, “Not at all” But many other busi- 
nesses, she quickly added, have been 
irreparably damaged as has the whole 
economy. She went on denouncing 
Chavez in sweeping terms, warning me of 
the national disaster to come if this 
demon continued to have his way. 

Other critics I encountered in 
Venezuela shared this same mode of 
attack: weak on specifics but strong in 
venom, voiced with all the ferocity of 
those who fear that their birthright (that 
is, their class advantages) was under siege 
because others below them on the social 
ladder were now getting a slightly larger 
slice of the pie. | 

In Venezuela over 80 percent of the 
population lives below the poverty level. 


‘Before Chavez, most of the poor had 


never seen a doctor or dentist. Their chil- 
dren never went to school, since they 
could not afford the annual fees. The 
neoliberal market “adjustments” of the 
1980s and 1990s only made things worse, 
cutting social spending and eliminating 
subsidies in consumer goods. Successive 
administrations did nothing about the 
rampant corruption and nothing about the 
growing gap between rich and poor, the 
growing malnutrition and desperation. 

Far from ruining the country, here are 
some of the good things the Chavez gov- 
ernment has accomplished: 


e A land reform program designed to 
assist small farmers and the landless poor 
has been instituted. Just this month 
(March 2005) a large landed estate owned 
by a British beef company was occupied 
by agrarian workers for farming purposes. 

e Education is now free (right through 
to university level), causing a dramatic 
increase in grade school enrollment. 

e The government has set up a marine 
conservation program, and is taking steps 
to protect the land and fishing rights of 
indigenous peoples. 

e Special banks now assist small 
enterprises, worker cooperatives, and 
farmers. 

e Attempts to further privatize the 
state-run oil industry — 80 percent of 
which is still publicly owned — have 
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Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez 


been halted, and limits have been placed 
on foreign capital penetration. 

e Chavez kicked out the U.S. military 
advisors and prohibited overflights by 
U.S. military aircraft engaged in coun- 
terinsurgency in Colombia. 

e “Bolivarian Circles” have been orga- 
nized throughout the nation, neighbor- 
hood committees designed to activate cit- 
izens at the community level to assist in 
literacy, education, vaccination cam- 
paigns, and other public services. 

e The government hires unemployed 
men, on a temporary basis, to repair 
streets and neglected drainage and water 
systems in poor neighborhoods. 


Then there is the health program. I 
visited a dental clinic in Chavez’s home 
state of Barinas. The staff consisted of 
four dentists, two of whom were young 
Venezuelan women. The other two were 


t 


Republic of Venezuela 
People 

Population: 21,983,188. 

Urban: 84 percent. 

Mestizo 67 percent; White 21 percent; 
Black 10 percent; Indian 2 percent: 
Religion: Roman Catholic 96 percent. 
Life Expectancy: 69 male; 75 female 
Literacy: 91 percent 

Geography | 

Area: 352,144 sq. mi. 

Arable Land: 3 percent. 

Capital: Caracas (1.8 million) 
Government 

Federal Republic. 

Head of State: Pres. Hugo Chavez. 
Economy 

Industries: Steel, oil products, textiles. 
Crops: Coffee, rice, corn, fruits, sugar. 
Minerals: Oil, gas, iron, gold; Crude oil 
reserves 64.5 billion barrels. 

Labor force: 63 percent services, 25 


percent industry, 12 percent agriculture. 


Cuban men who were there on a one-year 
program. The Venezuelan dentists noted 
that in earlier times dentists did not have 


enough work. There were millions of peo- | 


ple who needed treatment, but care was 
severely rationed by the private market, 


that is, by one’s ability to pay. Dental care - 


was distributed like any other commodity, 
not to everyone who needed it but only to 


‘those who could afford it. 
When the free clinic in Barinas first 


opened it was flooded with people seek- 
ing dental care. No one was turned away. 
Even opponents of the Chavez govern- 
ment availed themselves of the free ser- 
vice, temporarily putting aside their polit- 
ical aversions. 
Many of the doctors and dentists who 
work in the barrio clinics (along with 
some of the clinical supplies and pharma- 
ceuticals) come from Cuba. Chavez has 
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Word from 
third Encuentro 
Mundial 


Venezuela is leading shift tc 
Left in Latin America ana 
more open about Socialism. 


By JOHN OLMSTED 

pril 13 marked the third annive: 

sary of the defeat of a cou; 

against the democratically electe 
presidency of Hugo Chavez in Venezuele 
In honor of the event there were massiv: 
local celebrations and an international sol 
idarity conference: “Encuentro Mundiai 
de Solidaridad con la Revolution 
Bolivariana”. Participants chose one of 
eight workshops: Agrarian reform, hous- 
ing, worker management, citizen partici 
pation, alternative media, indigenous peo- — 
ple, women or education. I was one of th: 
aproximately 1,000 activists from over 2' 
coutries who attended. The followin 
observations are mainly a reflection of th 
citizen participation workshop which 
attended and participating in local rallie 
which Chavez addressed. 

The revolution that is unfolding 
Venezuela today is the leading edge of 
massive social and political shift to the 1e 
that is happening throughout Lat 
America, from Chile right up throug 
Mexico. This process has gone the furthe 
in Venezuela. In the early years, Chav 
was a supporter of the “third way” — «< 
alternative to both the capitalist and th 
old Stalinist economic models. He an: 
others in the leadership now speak open! 
and often about their conclusion that ti 
capitalist model is a dead end (sometim 
quoting the pope) with no future in Lat 


America and that socialism is the on! 
road forward. 


They are seeking to build a new mod. . 
of socialism marked by massive direct 
democratic participation. Local democrat- 
ic participation’ is woven through the new 
national constitution that was enacted in 
the wake of Chavez’s election in 1999. In 
order to get many new services a local 
community has to organize itself, discuss 


-and vote on its priorities and often form 


local cooperatives to carry out the work. 

Part of the impetus for this massive — 
expansion of democratic institutions is the” 
fact that when Chavez was elected in 1998 
the old state apparatus, with thousands of 
functionaries used to the old ways of 
doing little still intact and a major obsta- 


cle to social change. As one activist put it; 


“We have won the government but not the 
state”. Rather than a purge, the strategy 
has been to set up a parallel government 
that provides direct social services to the 
poor (social service “missions”, clinics, 
food distribution, schools, microcredits, 
ete:). s 

In addition, there are now increasing 
efforts to turn major workplaces over to 
workers management. This effort began in 
some industries that had gone bankrupt (a 
major paper mill). Itis now spreading to 
major state owned industries such as alu- 
minum and steel. 

The issue of how the leadership of this 
revolution is organized and how it is 
developing a coherent theory to lead is 
complex and challenging. This is not just a 
cult of personality around a strong 
man/caudillo in the model of Juan Peron. 
There are thousands of dedicated political- 
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War 
Within 


BY BONNIE TINKER 


pend a few days in a family court in 
S the United States and you,ll have a 

new view of “family values,” “jus- 
tice for all” and “conflict resolution.” 

In June I was called as a witness in a 
custody trial south of Boston that took five 
years to get to trial. Family courts are so 
under funded that trials are rare. There real- 
ly is no time for a careful examination of 
the facts, much less a trial. The de facto 
judge for most cases is a Family Services 
Officer who might have twenty minutes or 
an hour to spend trying to get the parties to 
agree. Accept the solution offered and you 
have resolution today. Disagree and it could 
take two years of a temporary arrangement 
that makes nobody happy and is virtually 
unenforceable until you get to court. 

The wheels of justice move slowly; it’s 
amazing they move at all. — 

First day: our trial is scheduled to start 
at nine. One lawyer moves to exclude wit- 
nesses from the courtroom. I go to the 
waiting area. Bored, I go into another 
courtroom. The clerk is yelling at hapless 
lawyers who need something from her. 
The ae is nowhere to be seen. Lawyers 
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Valuing Families vs. “Family Values” 


drift in and out while several very tense 
people sit on the hard benches waiting for 
their day in court. They may get it, they 
may not. Finally our trial breaks for lunch. 
Only one witness has testified; the rest of 
the time the judge dealt with other impor- 
tant matters that walked into the courtroom 
unannounced. 

After lunch the judge decides to hear 
me out of turn because I’d come so far. He 
didn’t know if he had any time the next 
day, even though it was scheduled for two 
days. The judge was visibly distracted dur- 
ing my testimony. It came before the case 
it was intended to support so it was hard 
for him to make sense of it. 

I am followed by an urgent divorce 
hearing. A man who was married five 
years ago and stayed with his wife one day 
needs a divorce today so he can meet the 
proscribed waiting period before he mar- 
ries again. The judge suggests an annul- 
ment since they didn’t even “consummate” 
the marriage. So much for sanctity. 

Day one ends with the judge yelling at 
all parties, He has heard only part of one 
side of the case, but he’s ready to be done 
with it. “Why are we in court? This seems 
like an obvious judgment, why bother with 
a trial? What do you want? Well, I guess 
we'll have to have a trial because you 


won’t settle.” He finds an hour and a half 
Starting at eight a.m. on the next day’s 
docket. 

Day two: Nine o’clock the judge enters 
the courtroom. Cross examination starts. 
After about 45 minutes other cases start to 
interrupt. Whenever there are two lawyers 
sitting and waiting expectantly, the trial 
stops so theirissues can be dealt with. The 
interruptions follow one another and may 
take ten minutes or an hour. I miss most of 
it anyway because we have a baby with us. 
No children in the courtroom, so I join the 
teeming masses hanging out in the narrow 
hallway. Most of them are waiting not for 
justice, but for the next decree that they 
must wait longer. The baby needs chang- 
ing. There are no changing tables in the 
family court. The children’s playroom was 
closed for lack of funding. 

Someone else takes the baby and I go 
back to the courtroom. There is a bit of tes- 
timony and then the judge gets a call. He 


- must deal with someone being held in jail. 


The man enters in handcuffs. He has been 
court ordered to seek work to make his 
child support payments. He is behind 
$2,000 in child support payments and now 
he owes $600 to pay the constables who 


picked him up. He has no job and hasn’t 


been to the work program. He says he is 


dysfunctional because he has a drug prob- 
lem, but he is going to work on a fishing 
boat if he can just leave the state to take the 
job in Maine.. He pleads for one more 
chance. The fishing season is short. So is 
the judge’s temper. He puts the man in jail 
for 60 days while recognizing that a man 
in jail does not earn money to pay child 
support. There are no solutions, just reac- 
tions. 

The judge is tired, distracted, exasper- 
ated. Our trial is looking better to him — 
at least both of these parents want their. 
child. But the day is over and he has no 
courtroom the following day so it will be 
rescheduled into the next week. It took five 
years to get this far; next week will do. 

This is one small family court in the 
great nation that shouts “family values” 
and has declared that its military might 
will resolve all conflicts in the Middle East 
and bring democracy to Iraq. I don’t think 
so. How can we bring peace to Iraq when 
we can’t seven quell the family x wars at 
home? 

a a RN RU aR RRR 
Bonnie Tinker is the Executive Director of 
Love Makes a Family. 


BY CHARLES SHEKETOFF 

uring a television interview recent- 
D I was asked what tax break I 

considered the most outrageous of 
the 352 tax breaks explained in Oregon’s 
Tax Expenditure Report. Trying to look 
thoughtful, but under 
pressure to come up 
with an answer with- 
out too much delay, I 
suggested the tax 
break that rewards 
companies for invest- 
ing in Overseas corpo- 
rations. 

According to 
Oregon’s first Tax 
Expenditure Report, 
Oregon taxpayers 
subsidized the foreign investments of cor- 
porations that conduct business in Oregon 
to the tune of $6.6 million in 1995-97. In 
the upcoming 2005-07 budget period, this 
tax break is going to cost us $22.4 million. 
That’s a three-fold increase in just 10 years. 


Charles 
Sheketoff 


It makes little sense in terms of PA 


the state’s fiscal condition, or our econom- 


ic development in general, to subsidize 
investments in foreign companies. What 


has Oregon received for the three- fold 


increase in funding foreign investments? 
What do we get over the course of the next 
two years for the $22 million investment in 
foreign corporations? 

A bit of Monday morning quarterback- 
ing after the interview gave me second 
thoughts about whether there were better 
examples. Because its not listed in the offi- 
cial report on tax breaks, I neglected to 


choose the tax break for multistate corpo- 


rations that will allow companies such as 
Intel to get away with paying Oregon only 
$10 a year in corporate income taxes on 
their billions of dollars in profits. | 

I also forgot about Oregon’s tax break 
for some out- of-state financial institutions 
that own Oregon mortgages. The problem 
with that one is that we don’t know how 
much the loophole is costing us. No one in 
the Legislature can tell you its cost. It may 
not be much money, but shouldn’t the 


ecco and the dates know the extent 


of taxpayer subsidies for out-of-state 
banks? 

Under a law enacted in 1995, the 
Governor has to report the current and 
future costs of all tax breaks, or tax expen- 
ditures as they are technically called, as 
part of the budget presentation every two 
years. You can get a copy of the most 
recent Tax Expenditure Report from the 
Department of Revenue. It makes instruc- 
tive reading. 

The tax break for out-of-state financial 
institutions is not the only secret spending. 
Regrettably, the state does not quantify the 
costs of a number of tax breaks listed in 
the biennial tax expenditure report. Having 
done nothing to quantify or end the secret 
spending, our legislators apparently are 
content writing blank checks with our tax 
dollars. 

We have tax breaks for enterprise 
zones and timber companies and legisla- 
tors don’t know how much they are costing 
us. As I already noted, the Tax Expenditure 
Report ignores the new tax break for com- 
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A Father's S ; Day and Summer Solstice message 


Editor’s note: As this 
issue goes to press, 
Tré Arrow will be 
going before a 
Canadian magistrate 
to determine whether 
he will be extradited 
to the U.S. to face 
charges related to the 
destruction of logging 
equipment. Arrow has 
been in a British Columbia maximum 
security prions for 14 months. For more 


Tré Arrow 
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information or to make a contribuiton to 
his defense committee, visit www/trear- 
row.org. 
By TRE ARROW 

blessed Father’s day to my father 
A« all the fathers, grandfathers, 


great-grandfathers. of the world, 


and a blessed summer solstice to all those 


in the northern hemisphere (and a blessed 
winter solstice to all those in the southern 
hemisphere). The days here are long and 


_Grandfather Sun is high in the sky. I think 


it’s appropriate for Sunday to be honoring 


Father’s Day when on Tuesday we are 
closer to our Grandfather Sun than at any 
other time of the year. 

Despite the brightness during this time 
of year, the darkness and oppression is 
growing. The powers that be will do any- 
thing and everything to maintain “control” 
over the illusion of their wealth and power. 
Their efforts to control the world’s 
resources cause colossal suffering formil- 
lions of beings, humyn and nonhumyn. 
However, the more that each of us takes a 
stand, seeks justice, and challenges the sta- 


state that is likely to result in Intel paying 
just $10 a year in corporate income taxes. 
That same provision will give a huge tax 
break to Nike and other large, multistate 
companies when fully phased in. Yet, it’s 
not quantified and analyzed. 

Imagine the outrage if legislators told 
constituents that they voted for an agency 
budget but didn’t know the price tag. Yet, 
each year that the Legislature does nothing 
to ensure the Tax Expenditure Report 
quantifies all tax breaks, the Legislature is 
tacitly approving a state subsidy to out- of- 
state financial institutions and other bene- 
ficiaries of unquantified tax breaks. 

It’s time our legislators put an end to 

the secret subsidies and blank checks lurk- 
ing in our tax code. 
SA aN a EES 
Charles Sheketoff is the executive director 
of the Oregon Center for Public Policy. He 
can be reached at OCPP, P.O. Box 7, 
Silverton, OR, 97381, by telephone at 503- 
873-1201, or contact by email at 
csheketoff@ ocpp.org. 


PEE Tré Arrow 


tus quo the more thatthis light will over- 
come the darkness and oppression that 
plagues us. 

Many brothers and sisters are prepar- 


_ ing for the sun dance ceremony. I send my 


support and solidarity to all the natives of 
the world who continue the struggle to 
maintain their tradition and sovereignty 
amidst a corporate-dominated world. My 
heart goes out to all those suffering and 
may there be truly peace on Earth. 
Namaste, - 
Tré 
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Seek the 
Truth 


BY YUGEN 
FARDAN RASHAD | 


ue to the enormous amount of 

American reportage that’s based 

on entertainment values, its diffi- 
cult to separate truth from sensationalism. 
In other words, an over reliance upon 
mainstream press as your single source for 
news and information isn’t a good idea. 
Which means fact isn’t as important as 
keeping the populace engaged in fantasy, 
lies and exaggeration. 

Ironically, the advent of the so-called 
Information Age was to have created accu- 
rate and reliable sources that would 
empower the citizenry. But we know now 
the media and government sources have 
morphed into bottom feeders. They feed us 
either lies, or exaggeration that keeps us 
guessing about what is known and when 
was it first known. Here are just a few 
examples: 


Hard, and as blind as a bat. The gov- 
ernment has now launched an investigation 
into reported cases of blindness related to 
viagra, a pill doctors say effectively treats 
erectile dysfunction in males. But had they 


Ask Two 
Lefties 


BY MAGGI PONDOLFINO 
& JODY GRANT 


Dear Two Lefties, 

My sister-in-law recently received a 
large settlement when her mother died in a 
car accident. She bought herself a new car 
and is considering a trip to Paris in the fall. 
How can I encourage her to instead donate 
the money to a worthy cause, maybe to 
some group that promotes responsible 
consumerism or driving safety? 

In solidarity, 
Charity 


Dear Charity, 

C’mon admit it: You’re green with 
envy. You secretly wish she’d send a little 
of the dough your way. 

You can’t tell her what to do with her 
money. But you can, by your good exam- 
ple, tithe a percentage of your income to 
causes (which unlike Paris) are beyond 


bicycle repair bicycle sales 
1914 se ankeny 734 se ankeny 
- 503.239.0553 503.239.6951 


Portiand. Oregon 97214 


BS 


Ps 


Exaggeration and lies makes us 
all cowards 


listened to comedian Dick Gregory years 
ago, the damage could have been mini- 
mized. Most guys were blinded-sided (no 
pun intended) by the promises made, even 
as Gregory was making the lecture circuit, 
which included a stop in Portland. He 
warned this would happen. No one took 
heed. Lies or exaggeration? 

The promise of the computer age of a 
paperless society. But it turned out to cre- 
ate a spike in copy printer sells! Not only 
has the problem compounded, fierce com- 
petition rages for the latest new technolo- 
gy — and copy paper sales?! 

The back and forth by the U.S. govern- 
ment and American media when 


Newsweek magazine first reported the 


holy book of Islam (The Holy Quran) had 
been urinated on and/or flushed down the 
toilet in a prison camp at Guantanamo 


Bay. First of all, an ultra-sensitive horde of 


violent folks that proclaim Islam as their 
religion isn’t the best selling. point as vic- 
tims. Secondly, Islam, like Christianity, is 
a religion of peace. To those in jail for acts 
of violence which include the American 
equivalent of gang-related drive by shoot- 


_ ings, I have one thing to say: Stop trying to 


get political mileage based on the poor 
judgment of a few. Make your relationship 
with your creator a private matter, and 


when you get out of jail, buy another Holy 
Quran — and read all 114 Suras! 

A former FBI agent ( Mark Felt) with 
the code name “deep throat,” re-emerges 
decades after his covert complicity with a 
couple of beat reporters. The result was 
the demise of a president in the infamous 
Watergate case. Now this cat is being 
flagged as an American hero, and stands to 
make millions of dollars on book sales and 
interviews. Look, he’s a coward. There is 
no valor in hiding out until you feel safe 
then trotting your ass out front of the world 
like a hero. John Brown put his life on the 
line to reveal the cruelties of American 
slavery. Malcolm X and Dr. Martin Luther 

` King, Jr. put their lives on the line for the 

principles they believed, and spoke truth to 
power about the Viet Nam war, poverty, 
and a duplicitous government. Don’t talk 
to me about the valor of Mr. Felt. 

Mexican President Vicente Fox came 
under fire for his comments that Mexicans 
working in the United States are willing to 
take jobs that “even Blacks” won't do. Is it 
true? Here’s what we know. They say the 
same thing about migrant workers who toil 

in the bean and berry fields. These low 
paying jobs should be for teenagers enter- 
ing the workplace for the first time. The 
real issue is technology and outsourcing 


that makes acceptable minimum wage jobs 
for family wage earners. American corpo- 
rate greed and a global economy has creat- _ 
ed a labor culture of poverty, not the pres- 
ident of Mexico for speaking the truth. 


But lies, or exaggerations continue to 
constitute the news cycle in American 
media. 

I hearken back to the days of vintage 
television. A time when viewers in the 
fifties and sixties had no shortage of game 
shows that ranged from trivia, to choosing 
a date, or the celebrity. One of the classic 
programs (To Tell The Truth) provides the 
greatest challenge for mainstream press 
and our government, that has lost its mis- — 
sion. 

We’ve covered only a few examples 
here in the hope society pays more atten- 
tion while driving the Information 
Highway. And less time talking on the cell 
phone. 
EA SS RE RS 
Yugen’s writings deal with culture, aes- 
thetics and spirituality. His topics, opin- 
ions, and insights pay homage to the schol- 
arly search for truth, which leads to per- 
sonal responsibility and the preservation 
of community life. 


reproach. 
—Mz. Half Empty 


Dear Charity, 

Pm quite certain your sister-in-law 
would give back every penny for more 
time with her mother. Don’t judge how she 
spends this money. It’s likely she’s feeling 
conflicted enough about it and doesn’t 
need you putting shame vibes into her life 
force energy. Or, to quote my own dearly 
departed grandmother, mind your own p’s 
and q’s. 

—Mz. Half Full 


dear two lefties 
i hate my best friend’s new boyfriend. i 
mean i really hate him. i can’t stand how he 


talks. or how he chews his food. his politics . 


are pathetic-reminiscing about the heyday 
of the democratic party and 
JFK and RFK and all those 
dead guys. democrats, 
whatever, they’re all apart of 
the same corporate interest 
money machine. and any- 
way he drives a saab and 
wears $20 solid colored t- 
shirts and only listens to 
cold play and ben harper. 
he’s that guy. i hate that guy. 
i hate this guy. how can i 
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Don't 


Catch the Flying Focus Video Bus 
each week, Friday 9:30 PM Ch. 11. 
Write, call, or visit our website 

for cablecast times, 

a catalog of available tapes, 

or other info. 


Horse Books and Underground Video. 


Kill Your Television] ....Watch the 


FLYING FOCUS VIDEO COLLECTIVE 


Using video au a tooi for social change, voicing the voiceless. 
DUARTE RNR NR AER LUTE NG RRR NEI ING NOIR INA SRO EI SINR PET TET RTE EA 


Vipero Lenoinc Lisraries 
Tapes available for checkout at Laughing 


Best friends: Where envy and 
love is concerned 


make my-friend see what a tool this guy is? 
he’s ruining my life-how do i get rid of 
him? 

—bff (best friends forever) 


Dear bbf, 

Normally, Pm reluctant to answers 
insults with more insults (oh wait, no I’m 
not). bbf, have you considered that you are 
that guy/gal who doesn’t capitalize their 
Ps and uses cutesy acronyms. And that 
being that guy/gal is clouding your judg- 
ment in this instance. Perhaps you are 
transferring your fear at being unmasked 
and ridiculed for being that guy/gal, result- 
ing in your irrational hostility and pot stir- 
ring. Try celebrating your own toolishness 
and learning to accept and rejoice in the 
toolishness of others. 

Also, have you considered that you 
might be in love with your best friend? 
Just throwing that out there-you seem a lit- 
tle worked up if you don’t mind me saying. 
If you are in love, trying telling your best 
friend and see where it goes. That’s one 
way to get rid of the tool, usurp him. 

—Mz. Half Empty 


Dear bff, 7 
You seem to be experiencing feelings 
of jealousy, which are negative, unproduc- 


tive, and sap community energy. Seek a 


3439 NE Sandy By PMB#248 
Portland, OR 97232 
{503} 321-5051 (voicemail/showtimes) 
or (503) 239-7456 (office) : 
ffve@flyingfocus.org (NEW e-mail) 
www.flyingfocus.org 

(NEW web address} 


tarot reading immediately. Cleanse your 
aura. Drink some detox tea. 

Then get ready to do some visualiza- 
tions with your best friend and you’re best 
friend’s boyfriend. Hold hands in a circle 
of community commitment energy. 
Imagine a protective bubble around you as 
you visualize a place and time where of the 
three of you can work toward a common 
goal. Maybe you’re in a tree sit. Maybe 
you’re at a labor rally. Meditate in the 
moment and feel yourselves grow strong 
in your commitment to goals larger than 
petty jealousy. 

—Mz. Half Full 
EET I a A a 


Two Lefties is written by Jody Grant and 


Maggie Pondolfino, friends and activists 
who love to solve other people’s problems 
so they can ignore our own. You can reach 
them for advice, comment, or to give them 
a vicious verbal email lashing at ask2left- 
ies @ gmail.com. 


Ramona tooka 
short break this 
month. She will 
be back next- 
month with more 
film reviews. 


Where’s Joe? 


Joe Keating is taking a break 
from Shades of Green this 


y month to carry out other for- 
est mischief. He'll be back in 
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VIEWPOINTS & COMMENTARY 


MUSIC MILLENNIUM 


EAST PORTLAND NW PORTLAND 
32nd & E. Burnside 23rd & NW Johnson 


Haren Firion, mE. 
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siding scale available 
individuals @ couples f 
> 503.314.6027 ~ 


5 progressvecourseling@ yahoo.com 
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Trial Lawyers 


Oe. ae en ee 


THURSDAY 


GOODFOOT ART OPENING 

Sara Siestreem is a Coos Indian from the Umpqua 
River Valley in southwestern Oregon. She grew up in 
Portland, Oregon. Within a contemporary context 
her paintings have been categorized as new genera- 
tion abstract expressionism. Her hope is that the 
paintings are informed by the human experience and 
stand as a record of the expression of this. Darren 
paints colorful abstracts ranging from landscapes, to 
geometric shapes. Darren say’s about his work 
“Feeling displaced in a place you used to call home. 
Things have changed during your absence. Places 
once familiar now seem strange and foreign. 
Coming back here and trying to fit into a place you 
once belonged is not easy. It’s like trying to wear 
pants you’ve outgrown.” 5 - 11 p.m. at the Goodfoot, 
2845 SE Stark St. 


7 FRIDAY 


PISS FEST 

Entries for the 4th Annual Portland International 
Short Short Film Fest (PISS Fest!) are still being 
sought. The deadline for entry has been extended to 
Aug. 15 with a late entry deadline of Aug. 31. Entry 
form and more details can be found at www.zonker- 
films.com, but here is a snapshot of what to expect: 
Films that are eligible clock in at 10 minutes or less. 
Films must be completed no earlier than Jan. 1, 
2002. $20 US entry fee per film late entry $40. The 
festival will now be held on Oct. 21-22 at the 
Hollywood Theatre www.hollywoodtheatre.org. 
Check out the new and improved PISS Fest! website 
at www.zonkerfilms.com. 


SATURDAY 


CANNABIS EDUCATION 

From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. $10 or $35 for remainder of 
course (4 classes) at the Cannabis Education Office. 
Introduction to the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act 
by Todd Dalotto. July 7 (Thu.) 5:30-7pm, free, 
Compassion Center. OMMA introduction with Todd 
Dalotto and guest presenters-July 23 (Sat.), 9 a.m - 4 
p.m., four sessions with breaks, $29. Portland 
Community College Sylvania Campus CT-220, 
CRN# 33978. Register on-line at 
www.pcc.edu/pcc/csr/registration.htm or.call 503- 
977-4933. 


G TUESDAY 


PORTLAND COMMUNITY LAND TRUST 

Portland Community Land Trust is a nonprofit com- 
munity organization that helps first time homebuyers 
with limited incomes to purchase a single family 
. home, townhouse or condo at below market prices, 
because the cost of the land is not part of the equa- 
tion. Attend a free homeownership orientation to 
learn more about the program. Upcoming dates: 6 - 
7:00 pm on Tuesday, July 5 North Portland Library, 
512 N. Killingsworth 6 - 7:00 pm on Mon., July 


18th. PCLT office, 3109 B NE Broadway. For more © 


details contact Kelly @pclt.org or 503-493-0293 or 


Mark 


see www.pclt.org. 


INGA MUSCIO AT IOW 

In Other Words, Women's Books and Resources is 
proud to present Inga Muscio at the Goodfoot, 2845 
SE Stark, 8pm. $1-50 sliding scale. All monies go to 
benefit the bookstore. Come help keep IOW alive 
and hear a prophet in our own land. Come listen to 
the musical stylings of DJ Yaga and hear Inga read 
from Autobiography of a Blue-Eyed Devil: My Life 
and Times in a Racist, Imperialist Society. 


Autobiography of a Blue-Eyed Devil, the newest 


manifesta from the best-selling author of Cunt, 
deals with: real-time issues of gender, race, class 
and other important social concerns while keeping 
the reader captivated with down to earth humor and 
witty intelligence. 


6 WEDNESDAY 


GREEN PARTY FORUM 

Wednesday, July 6, 6-7:45pm, Portland Metro 
Pacific Green Party hosts a community’ forum 
looking at how to achieve Governor Tom 
McCall’s 1960's vision for a restored Willamette 
River. Representatives from City of Portland’s 
River Renaissance project, the Sierra Club and 
Willamette Riverkeepers will discuss their work 
and obstacles preventing a restored Willamette. 
Open to the public. Go to Multnomah Central 
Library, public meeting room at SW 10th and 
Taylor, downtown Portland. Call 503-235-0300 


for more information. 


WAL-MART IN SELLWOOD? 
The Sellwood-Moreland Improvement League 
(SMILE), the neighborhood association repre- 


-senting Sellwood and Westmoreland neighbor- 


hoods, will be discussing the Wal-Mart propos- 

al for a store at SE McLoughlin and Tacoma St. 
Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. at the SMILE 
Station at SE 13th and Tenino. For more informa- 
tion call 503-232-3620. 


"7 THURSDAY 


DINNERGRRLS.ORG ANNIVERSARY 


In honor of our third anniversary, DinnerGrrls.org- i 


PDX, will be hosting Lucy Brennan, owner of 
Mint/820 Lounge, famous cocktail maker and book 
author. 6:45 - 9 p.m. at Mint/820 Lounge. RSVP at 
www.evite.com/portland @ dinnergrrls.org/july0Smi 
nt or e-mail Portland@dinnergrrls.org for more 
information. DinnerGrrls.org (DG) brings together 
women to broaden the professional horizons of each 
woman, to build a New Grrls, Network and to create 
a space for women that encourages the discussion of 
career aspirations, industry knowledge, graduate 
study, office foibles, and other topics that support the 
achievement of the objectives listed above. 


ReVolt Limited is A Proud New Mem 


Portland Al 


Back to Back Ca 
614 E Burnside 
503-233-1929 


T 


Citybikes 
734 SE Ankeny Av 
503-239-6951 


FreeGeek 
1731 SE 10th Ave 
503-232-9350 


REVOL 


Laughing Horse 
Book and Video 
Collective | 

“3652 SE Division 
503-236-2893 


/ ReVoit Ltd. is a 
non-profit, 
union, worker 
run colective 
computer service 


We specialize in 
working with and 


were offer discounts to 

; non-profits. / | 
ReVolt Ltd. ww 
503 595 1746 - Info« 


PROGRESSIVE SUMMER FILM FEST 

Runs Mondays through Thursdays, July 5 to July 28. 
Free. 15 films are featured in this series, including: 
Monsoon Wedding, Brother From Another Planet, O 
Brother Where Art Thou?, Do the Right Thing, 
Rosewood, Monster, The Harder They Come, Bob 
Roberts, and Cradle Will Rock. Presentedy by: PSU 
Progressive Student Union and a coalition of 14 
campus groups including the Departments of 
Economics, History and Sociology. PSU, 1825 SW 
Broadway, Smith Center Room 225. For more 
details call 503-471-7798 or lc@pdx.edu. 


7 Pal ESDAY 


BIODIESEL ORIENTATION 

Speaker Loren Fennell. Phone Contact 503-493- 
0087. Sponsor: Oregon Biodiesel Workshop. $5- 
$15+ suggested donation based on ability to pay; no 
one turned away for lack of funds 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Location 2223 N. Randolph Ave. Call Loren at 503- 
493-0087 for additional indormation. And check out 
the vehicle conversion workshop, Saturday, April 30. 


Kafoury 


Victoria Mosse, MA, ATCR 


& McDougal 


202 Oregon Pioneer Building 1620 SE Ankeny 
320 S.W. Stark St. 7 Portland, OR 97214 
Portland, OR 97204 L s ° ° 

inda Williams 


tel/fax * 503.546.0620 


Telephone (503) 224-2647 
Fax (503) 224-2763 


>insurance billing * special package rates + senior discounts = 


restore your body... 
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UNITY 
NDAR 


20095 


yer of the 


iance of Worker Collectives 


find out more at: 
www.pawc.net 


Liberty Hall 
311 N. Ivy 
503-249-8888 


Magpie Messenger 
Collective 

4043 NE 23rd 
503-984-0331 


Q Is For Choir 
Cooperative 

2510 SE Clinton St. 
503.235.9678 


People's Food 
Cooperative 

3029 SE 21st Ave. 
503.232.9051 


Red And Black Cafe 
2138 SE Division 
503.231.3899 


Portland Collective 
Housing 

4327 SE 25TH AVE 
503.233.0326 


Redwing Coffee & 
Baking 

1700 SE 6th Ave. 
503.445.9900 


Stumptown Printers 


1115 SE Morrison 
503.233.7478 


v.revoltitd.org 
Prevoltitd.org 


10:00 a.m.-5 p.m. A Vegetable Oil Car Conversion, 
Bio-Diesel Processor Design & Home Heating 
workshop. Same location. Sponsor Oregon 
Biodiesel Workshop. A $25-$75 donation based on 
ability to pay and support alternative fuels research 
and development in Portland. For more information 
on the web, go to www.oregonbiodieselwork- 
-= shop.com. 


1 <3 WEDNESDAY 


RADICAL WOMEN ON ASIA 

Patti Duncan, feminist professor at PSU and 
MaryAnn Curtis, Radical Women activist from 
Seattle will report on their travels in South Korea and 
China. 6:30 pm at the Bread and Roses Center, 819 
N. Killingsworth, Portland. A hearty meal will be 
available at 6:00pm for a $6.00 donation. The Bread 
and Roses Center is located a half block west of N. 
Albina on N. Killingsworth, on bus lines #4 and #72. 
To arrange childcare, rides, work exchanges or for 
more information call 503-240-4462. 


pt COMMUNITY ieren 


a g 2106 SE Division 
Fa 503°231°5175 


www.mirador-pdx.com 
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1 ATHURSDAY 


OCAC EVENT 

Oregon College of Art & Craft is proud to showcase 
the Hoffman Gallery juried show, “Craft Biennial: A 
Review. of Northwest Art & Craft” through Aug. 28, 
2005. The goal of the exhibition is to stimulate artis- 
tic excellence in craft and encourage artists to 
explore issues and further their creative expressions. 
An opening reception will be held at the College's 
Hoffman Gallery at 8245 SW Barnes. 4 to 7pm. 


7 D WEDNESDAY 


JUSTICE FOR JANITORS MARCH 

A national day of action to protect living -wage jobs 
and community standards for health care. Terry 
Schrunk Plaza (SW 3rd Ave., between Jefferson & 
Madison). Call Service Employees International 
Union, Local 49 at 503-236-4949. 


4 6& THURSDAY 


COUNTER-RECRUITMENT PICKET 

Portland Peaceful Response Coalition is planning a 
counter-recruitment picket at the Armed Forces 
Recruiting Station at 1317 NE Broadway, from 11 
a.m.-lp.m. All welcome. See www.pprc-news.org. 


D <3 SATURDAY 


THE COMMUNITY STAGE 

Please join us for a day of great community spirit, 
laughing, dancing and good ol’ fashion fun. Details: 
Division/Clinton Street Fair July 23 at 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. For more info Contact Libby 
libby5301 @yahoo.com. 


Scrap “ScuPtT-OFF” 
The School and Community Reuse Action Project 
(SCRAP) is hosting their 3rd annual sculpture com- 


_ petition and fundraising even at the Wonder 


Ballroom at 128 NE Russell in Portland. This high- 
energy celebration of creative reuse is a timed three- 
hour “sculpt-off‘ where 10 teams create sculptures 
from reused materials provided by SCRAP, the 
ReBuilding Center, Wacky Willy’s and Free Geek. It 
has been described as one part Iron Chef and one 
part Junk Yard Wars. Teams show their competitive 
edge by wearing outrageous costumes. The event is 
monitored by a raucous team of yellow-flag-throw- 
ing referees who hand out bonus points and demer- 
its on a whim. Family-friendly scrappy carnival 
games and puppet shows will entertain the kiddies 
inside, while DJs, March Fourth, and loud-mouthed 


emcees entertain the crowd outside. Beer from - 


Lompoc Brewery, wine, and Tazo Tea will be avail- 
able for purchase as well as food from Russell Street 
BBQ. Big Raffle. $5-20. The Wonder Ballroom, 128 
NE Russell. 3:30 10 p.m. 


~ 


FOR THE 
OUTDOOR 
SANCTUARY. 


. Garden Art, 


Kiik € Health € Home 


13TH ANNUAL CLINTON/DIVISION FAIR 
Besides the parade, which begins at 11:00 a.m. at St. 
Philip Neri’s parking lot on 16th and Division, the 
fair includes sidewalk sales, vendors and music. 
There will be artists, face painters, massages and 
readings, great restaurants, cafes and coffee shops, a 
petting zoo, a climbing wall Division Maytag, 41st 
& Division, and a clown bounce. The fair runs the 
length of Division from 12th to 50th and 21st to 26th 
on Clinton. There will be a community quilt raffle at 
Heart and Hand on 48th & Division to benefit HD 
Thrift Store, a program to provide work training and 
mentoring for young people. Find out how you can 
make the new USDA Food Pyramid work for you at 
the OHSU Family Health Center @Richmond. 
There will be lots of other health related information 
and activities there, too. To be a vendor, participate 
in the parade, enter the Recycled Transportation 
Parts Art Contest or if you have other questions, con- 
tact Nancy Chapin at 503-774-2832. A day of event 
program will be available. 


2 QA SUNDAY 


NW PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITY MEETING 

Speaker will be Don McIntosh Associate Editor 
Northwest Labor Press. Don will be speaking on 
Social Security and the plan to privatize it. There will 
be a desert potluck at 3:30 p.m. followed by the gen- 
eral meeting at 4:00 p.m. This is a free event open to 
the public. The Northwest Progressive Community 
is a nonpartisan organization commited to working 


for Peace and Equality for all, and to leaving a better 


planet for those who follow us. We offer opportuni- 
ties for engagement for those srtiving to advance the 
progressive agenda through public education fora 
and through the electoral process. 3:30-6:00 p.m. 
Community room Peoples' Food C0-Op 3029 SE 
21st. For more information about the Northwest 
Progessive Community, NWPC, and upcoming 
NWPC events, visit the NWPC website at 
www.nwpcnews.org. 


Pa & THURSDAY 


MIRANTE READING 

Edith Mirante will read from her new book, Down 
the Rat Hole: Adventures Underground on Burma's 
Frontiers about her investigations of the Southeast 


Asian nation's civil war, AIDS epidemic, and envi- §& 


ronmental crisis. Powell's Books, 1005 W. Burnside. 
7:30 p.m. See the reveiw of Ms. Mirante’s book on 
page 14 of this issue. 


Social Security Disability 
and Civil Rights Law 


When an 1 ordinary 
Realtor 
simply won't do... 


As a team, we are able to serve 
you better than an_ individual 
Realtor ever could. 


We ‘specialize in marketing 
older homes with character in 
Portland’s close-in neighbor- 
hoods. 


We will gladly climb a tree to 
check on the condition of a 
roof or find a way into an oth- 
erwise inaccessible attic or 


Crawispace. 


s Alternative Realtors 
www.climbatree,com 


3144 SE Belmont St. 
_ Portland, OR 97214 
503-238-7617 office 


OPPORTUNITY 


REALTOR® 


portais, wedding coremontes 
and eveni photigrafhi 
Derick Peorira 
503.331.1822 


Alan Stuart Graf 


National Lawyers Guild Member 


1020 SW Taylor St., Ste. 230 
Portland, Oregon 97205 


503-452-2375 
peopleslawyer@qwest.net 
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bookreviews 


DANGEROUS READINGS 


Dangerous 
Readings 


BY JODY GRANT 


ormer Clinton secretary of labor, 

Robert Reich has written a straight- 

forward and hopeful book about the 
state of national politics. His book, 
Reason: Why Liberals Will Win the Battle 
for America, reads like a nice long chat 
with a TV dad. Provided that TV dad is 
calm and reasonable — yet still somehow 
passionate — about national politics. He 
compares Newt Gingrich to a “nasty kid” 
and in response to conservative trickle 
down moral economics, he writes “Pardon 
me, but this is paternalistic bull.” The book 
weaves in just enough of this language to 
be charming, and not so much to illicit eye 
rolling. 

The most commendable thing about 
Reason is its clarity and frankness about 
the obscene gap between rich and poor in 
this county and how the national political 
machine is culpable. And I was grateful to 
Reich for taking one for the team: sifting 
through the right-wing blitz and offering a 
concise report on what those freaks are up 
to. Reich boils down the Radcon (radical 
conservative) agenda and their tactics 
using a wide variety of examples with 
clear sources and contexts. He highlights 
major Radcon players, media engines and 
think tanks offering liberal counterpoints 
throughout. 

Reich is clearly trying to reach ike 
franchised voters and non-voters: trying to 
reclaim liberalism and the Democratic 
Bes I p that’s an eo task, 
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especially at the national level where the 
two-party system retains supremacy. But 
while reading Reich’s assessment on 
what’s going on, I kept thinking, well, 
that’s obvious, duh. Then I began to con- 


sider the value of stating the obvious. 
Reich writes, “Politics is the applied form 
of democracy. If we fail to act, we cede 
democracy to the radical conservatives, 
and in doing so we give them control over 
the wealthiest and most powerful nation in 
the history of the world.” 

Many voters can’t untangle the double- 
a o data and corrupt com- 


mentary of national politics. Reich’s infor- 
mation is clear and from credible sources: 
citations and footnotes, not wild assertions 
— something even radical lefties need 
more of. In a time of polarized politics and 


Reason: Why 

Liberals Will Win 

the Battle for 

America 

By Robert B. Reich 

Paperpack; 272 pages 

List Price: $14.00 
Publisher: Vintage 

March 2005 


~ 


increased rhetoric, Reich is a voice of the 
reason he promotes — no jumping up and 
down, no chest beating. Reading the book 
had a calming effect, like a cup of hot tea 
or a good herbal salve. 

The fervor of the last election and its 
results left many people depressed and fur- 
ther disillusioned. So many on the left felt 
they compromised their principles and 


Reasonable political commentary 


then, after selling out, still lost. Reich 
argues against compromise for the center, 
“the ‘center’ keeps shifting further right 
because Radcons stay put while 
Democrats keep meeting them halfway.” 
The proverbial nail hit on the head. 

Reich isn’t a radical. And his book isn’t 
radical, its common sense. Yet, in a time 
where the bastions of middle-left are dis- 
appearing and over-compromising (have 
you listened to NPR lately?) this book is 
necessary. When it comes to national poli- 
tics especially, the left looks to the 
Democrat Party and the Republican Party 
and sees little difference, much corruption, 
and not much worth fighting for. Reich 
points out, “Young people between the 
ages of eighteen and twenty-five are doing 
more voluntary work in their communities 
than any generation in living memory. 
They’re tutoring poor kids, staffing after- 
school programs in poor schools, helping 
in soup kitchens, teaching in disadvan- 
taged school districts. All this, yet they’ re 
cynical as hell about politics.” 

So while this reasonable book isn’t 
aimed at radicals, it did help me consider 
the naiveté of looking too much around or 


beyond the national political debate. Reich 


is right: it’s ground we can’t A to con- 
cede. 

ERS TS SE E ea a AON STE 
When not administering advice as one of 
Two Lefties, Jody Grant will be serving as 
the Alliance’s new book editor. 


A personal lens on Burma’s long struggle for freedom 


MICHAEL CONNOR 
ost travel writing lacks much 
politics — how many books 
about Tuscan basil can we read, 
anyway? 

And most pornoa writing lacks 
adventure. 

At least that’s what Portland’s Edith 
Mirante must think, given the welcome 
mix of both to be found in her new book 
Down the Rat Hole: Adventures 
Underground on Burma’s Frontiers. 

In a series of narratives covering her 
trips to Burma over the last decade, 


Mirante shares her many contacts, conver- 


sations, photographs, legal tangles, and 
frankly hare-brained schemes that put her 
in harm’s way and close to the action. 

Burma, as Mirante’s title suggests, 
comprises many frontiers. 
between Burma’s thug government and its 
neighbors have been strained, so crossing 
borders can be tricky. Ethnic regions, cor- 
porate carvings, and ruling factions all 
divide Burma. For a weste.n woman inves- 
tigating human rights and popular strug- 
gle, Burma’s many frontiers present many 
obstacles. 

Mirante navigates them with a 
reporter’s camera, journalist’s notebook, 
and private detective’s determination. 
Sometimes she brings her souped-up back- 
pack, with short-wave radio and watercol- 
or set. 
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Down the Rat 
Hole: Adventures 
Underground on 


Burma's Frontiers 
By Edith Mirante 
Paperback; 192 pages 

List Price: $14.00 

Publisher: Weatherhill Inc. 
2005 


Edith Mirante (above) will be reading from her new book at Powell’s City of Books, 1005 
W. Burnside, Portland on July 28 at 7:30 p.m. The event is free. Limited space available. 


Plus she’s a smart-ass, who leaves 
KGB and FBI would-be-tormenters eager 
to end the conversation as soon as possi- 
ble. Quizzed by a G-man at her mother’s 
Jersey home, Mirante simply talks about 
the human rights situation in Burma until 
the Feds give up. 

Mirante gets her readers in on the good 
stuff. In an interview with The Portland 
Alliance, Mirante recalled that she “once 
witnessed an actual formal debate on 


‘Armed Struggle vs. Political Action’ by - 


two teams of young officers from the rebel 
Kachin Independence Army in northern 
Burma. The political action side won the 


debate, citing examples from Gandhi to 
Jane Fonda.” — 

Mirante’s book will please both knowl- 
edgeable activists and relative newcomers. 
The politics are there for the absorbing, 
combining political analysis -with careful 
ethnography. 

Mirante brings many local struggles to 
life: AIDS education campaigns, forest 
protection struggles, armed insurgencies. 
She shows how campaigns arise, coalesce, 
and dissipate, sometimes victorious, often 
overwhelmed, always moving. 

Unlike so many accounts of westerners 


Please see MIRANTE page 20 > 
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“he stuffd frogs” 

he stuffd frogs w/firecrackers as a kid he liked to 
explode things from the inside our boy at Yale he’d 
brand fraternity pledges w/hot clotheshangers w/a 
cigarette burn chuckle dreamd to do abortions w/hot 
clotheshangers in his alcohol dreams some men 
inherit powers of life or death, godlike, pull levers 
release the gas then laugh, the woman pleaded dont 
kill me pleasè dont kill me please dont and he 

laught people are poor becaue theyre lazy & frogs 
explode because theyre frogs the difference between 
criminal & rich is me, you got a problem w/this? 

a cruel mean boy our george & his daddys war & 
his grandpas war all the family friends & bankers 
unloading historys most lethal arsenal on nations 

of dust, wretches crawling in dust, radiant dust a 
planet crawling in its own rubble thats tradition no 
problem if you worship Creator above Creation, our 
boy blows up frogs for God, explodes anything he 
wants for Jesus they plead dont destroy us please 
dont please stop & he laughs, like God, if you work 
for the Creator not Creation the humiliation of 
Nature is a Church & all yr friends attend, & none 
in this crowd suffers consequences of Armageddon 
because god so loves the rich & all rich people 

live beyond, in heaven surely this is what it looks 
like w/Christ on our side surely this is what we get 
in Our Man he talks to God his Daddy who is bigger 
than yr daddy & says Bring it on, boomboom this 

is My Boy George give him a world to fuck over 
raw Texas bluff & venal character, rancid barbecue 
brains w/donator ants carrying off the good parts 

all the pious sadists all the brothel lobbies all singing 
whore choirs of offshore guns & oil & tax shelters 

a planet torturd by sour vengeances & flaccid wet- 
dreams of middleaged men & their incorporate wives 
Good Old Boys w/their mooing Cows, smoking cigars 
in the Cowboy Church this is America shut up 


—Barbara Mor 


Barbara Mor poet, essayist, author of the stupidly titled (sic) Great 
Cosmic Mother: Rediscovering the Religion of the Earth 
(HarperSanFrancisco 1987, 1991) 


CODEPENDENCY 

She dropped the glass 

Where the rug meets the kitchen tile 

The wine splashed onto the rug 

Like blood spurts out of veins - 

The stem cracked in two 

Leaving piercing splinters on the tile 

“Oh, No!” she creamed, “My wine is gone” 

Then louder and louder screaming 

“My wine, my glass, my miserable life” 

“You scream too much. Shhhhh. 

There, there. P11 pour more.” 

He helped her sit at the table 

Her toe barely touching the blood pool 

Like the pool of blue in his eyes 

Reflecting the sunset 

His warm touch on the buttons 

That sent ripples of chill 

He was so beautiful, she could see 

- Her tears rolling down her face 

As their eyes met 

Her chest felt the thumping, thumping 

And she heard her sobbing, sobbing 

“You cry too much. I’ll pour a fresh wine 

You've watered yours like the bartenders do.” 

She giggled a bit, then they began to laugh and laughed 

Until the screaming, laughing was wet with tears. 

“You laugh too much. Ill pour us some wine.” 

She held the glass firmly and raised it 

To her lips as she whispered, "You love too much." 
: —Ruth Kovacs 


The Portland Alliance is interested in poetry that reflects the 
progressive ideals for which we stand. We are seeking poets 
who can, through their art, advocate for a world free of injustice 
and where each person can realize their full potential. We 
believe poetry can be a powerful tool in bringing about social 
change and we welcome your participation. 


Submit material to Mary Otte, Poetry Editor, 2807 SE Stark St., 
Portland, OR 97214 or maryotte @riseup.net. 


OREGON, POOR OREGON! (The Revised State Song) 

O Oregon, my poor Oregon! 

Land of the once-Golden West, our plagued Eden, 

vast and gentle untamed expanse of the Chinook, the Kalapuyans, and other 
first settlers : 
of the humble and majestic oaks, of the boundless fisheries 

of the roaming cougar, bear and wolf, of the free-ranging elk and deer of 
the massive congeries of songbirds, the wheeling hawk and eagle of the 
undisturbed sea mammals and the untrammeled deserts | 

of the uninterrupted, undulating carpet of hemlock, fir and cedar, to what 
ruin has befallen your once virgin soil? 


O Oregon, my poor Oregon! 

The contagion of my ancestors martyred the blood of your native 
daughters and sons 

whose grieving survivors were corralled off yo valleys to perish by the 
Santiam Pass 

and other scrabbly outposts 

whose longhouses and totems were struck 

whose forests were clearcut and burned 

whose mighty Columbia and Snake rivers were dammed 

whose Celilo Falls was blown to shards and flooded over 

whose ancient guiding stories inscribed on the rocks were submerged all to . 
make way for the engines of Empire in the sham of rosy Promise. 


O Oregon, my poor Oregon! 

a thousand and one laments I lift to your denuded peaks, 

your poisoned valleys and eroded slopes 

your dying, turbid streams and rivers strewn with the run-off 

of nuclear and cattle wastes and with fifty-thousand rotting salmon 
carcasses, 

to your resort-littered coastline, your violated night skies, 

your hacked and suburbanized savannahs, your hoof-trampled prairies. 


O Oregon, my poor Oregon! 
In what pretty picture have our Empire builders painted you? 


~ mailed on a thousand and one postcards to investors far away. 
We who whore you, lure the masses come rivet and crowd upon you. 


With each new factory, condo, auto and superstore we beat and bruise you. 
More diligent than ants we multiply and dig, forcing entry and forging 
injury 

upon your underground bones. 


O Oregon, my poor Oregon! 

How much more trading off can your limited bounty bear? 

The heritage of your natives has been funneled into casinos and kitschy 
getaways. | | 

Ever ravenous, our New Urbanists and plastic house makers 


itch to impound the Clackamas lowlands and wooded hills of Damascus within 


a brand new Portland, connected by a “Sunrise” Highway. 

Will we sell all of you off to the lowest bidder, chain you and tame you 
to a theme park, 

then further brown your skies and grey your waters 

with forever more lanes and bridges, malls, and monetary show? © 


O Oregon, my poor Oregon! 

What grim futures have our bankers and planners envisioned for you? A 
steady stream of new resettlers year by year, so long as we pack them in 
tight. 


hurrahs are raised for the Blazer Arena and the Bud Clark Conk Center, 


the hi-tech and biotech research centers, impersonating God, proud to be 
slapped on the map. 

More hurrahs for the globalized local workforce preened from the cradle up 
set in fierce competition against poorer wage slaves of the same 

foreign investors. 


O Oregon, my poor Oregon! 

what heroes among your children will stand up and fight to defend you push 
out the rabid pack wolves of Empire, onward and forward, 

to unbury your fairest and best fields, to restore your sapped health and 
vigor 

to clean up your western seashore, make pure again your dirtied summer 
breezes 

and visible and white again your towering summits, visible and scarlet 

your setting sun? 


O Oregon, my sweet Oregon! 

as hope flies from your hazy skies, to its tail feathers we must clasp to 
stabilize and not let overstep again our teeming populations, 

to rehabilitate us yahoos with our SUVs, our guns and our ATVs, 

our parasitic industries, our corporate prisons and our jet-skis. 


O Oregon, our priceless Oregon! 

forgive us somehow our sinister, careless trespasses 

as we try and seal our solemn vows to silence the engine beasts of Empire 
to let flourish again your multitudinous flora and fauna 

to let loose to sing wild and strong again your ancient waterways 

to fortify true and profound our bonds with you as your loving children. 


O Oregon, our dying Oregon! 3 

all hails and prostrations to you noble Father, kindest Mother" 

let us make good our corrected Promise before you fade and we lose you | 
forever! ! 


ee 


—M. Scott Jones 
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Ground 
View 


BY GLEN 
ANDRESEN 


ou’ve got a hot date in the evening. 
You shower. You brush your teeth. 
You dress in brighter, stylish 
clothes. Then, to top it off, you put on just 
the right amount of that special fragrance. 
Not too much (hopefully), and most likely, 
something that you think will appeal to 
your date. Not some aroma that you asso- 
ciate with teenagers or your grandmother. 
You want something that will appeal to the 
one person that matters to you that night. 
This scenario is played out billions of 
times every day — perhaps every hour — 
in the plant world. You see, flowers and 
scents are what many plants use to attract 
their mates. Well, not exactly mates, but at 
least the other set of genes that is needed to 
make seeds. i 
Where does this other set of genes 
come from? Itcomes from pollen, which is 
the male’s contribution to the seed-making 
process. Many plants don’t rely on any 
special devices or animals to get pollinat- 
ed, which is the act of getting pollen from 
the male part of the flower (the anther) to 
the female part (the stigma). Most grasses 
and evergreen trees and certain flowers 
simply produce a google grains of pollen, 
cast them to the wind, and hope like heck 
that at least one of the grains lands on a 
receptive stigma. (This explains why 
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Making sense of scents that make sense 


pollen allergies are usually worse in the 
spring: it’s when these plants are most 
actively releasing pollen.) 

What I find truly fascinating, however, 
are the devices that many members of the 
plant world have developed to entice com- 
pletely different species to help them get 
pollen. Next month Ill write about the 
relationship between insects and the bright 
colors that attract them, but this month [ll 
feature the plants that use odor to attract 
pollinators. 


Moths and Butterflies 

ftentimes, insects and animals have a 

better sense of smell than sight. This 
is why flowers that are visited by nocturnal 
insects have less showy corollas (the inner 
petals) but are often strongly scented. 
Moths are active at night, so they require 
flowers that are open and provide nectar at 
night. White flowers with a very strong, 
sweet scent are easiest for them to locate. 
[ve enjoyed seeing moths at night in the 
spring visiting my white apple blossoms. 
Butterfly adults ingest liquids only, pre- 
dominantly the nectar of flowers. While 
butterflies have good sight, butterfly-visit- 
ed flowers tend to have fragrances that are 
sweet and pleasant. 


Flies 
lies pollinate a few specialized flow- 
ers. Hungry adult flies are attracted to 
yellow, pink or white flowers with sweet 


HIO}LIL}Y MP EIN] CTE 


m en ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ae 


ACROSS 


1 The first ten Amendments (4,2,6) 
8 This one rocks the roots! (7) 


9 Between Iraq and a Hard Place, Part II (4,3) 


11 Patriotic Chicks (5) 
12 “See fine print” symbols (9) 
13 British 1956 precursor to 9-Across (4) 


15 King John signed this and had to share 


power (5,5) 


2 The finger it’s OK to point with (5) 
3 Did Davy Jones get it from your kid’s school? 


(6) 
4 “Things 
W.B. Yeats (4,5) 


, the center cannot hold”— 


fragrances. But when flies are looking for 
a place to lay their eggs, they are attracted 
to brown to purplish flowers smelling of 
meat or dung (oh boy, come and get it!). 
Members of the composite (daisies) and 
umbel (Queen Anne’s lace) families often 
smell unpleasant. 


Beetles 


B eetles were probably the first flower 


pollinators, but they now play a minor 
role in pollination. Some beetle flowers 
have reasonably pleasant fruity aromas 
and are visited for food; others have rot- 
ting meat or dung smells that attract bee- 
tles hoping in vain to find a good place to 
lay eggs. Even though the flower is not a 
suitable place for the beetle to lay eggs, 
from the flower’s point of view, its mission 
is accomplished when the beetle walks 
over the flower, picking up and spreading 
pollen. Examples of beetle-pollinated 
plants are magnolia and spice bush. 


Mammals 5 
ome plants are even pollinated by 
mammals, namely, rodents and bats. 

Bats are attracted to flowers that open at 

night (making their nectar available then), 

so odor doesn’t play a significant role in 
attracting bats. But rodents, particularly 


mice, are attracted to plants that have a 


yeasty odor and, as you might expect, are 
sturdy enough to bear the vigorous activi- 
ty of a mouse feeding on the nectar they 


5 A heavy thing at Fort Knox (Au, hell!) (5) 
6 It’s under the Dome in Jerusalem (4,4) 


7 Oft-cloudy prognosticators (7,5) 
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provide. Most often, these plants are found 
in the desert. 


Birds | 
lowers that are pollinated by birds gen- 
erally lack a scent. Since birds have 
good eyesight, and little or no sense of 
smell, they are attracted to flowers by 
color and shape. 


Scents are also used as protection from 


insects in some plants or as protection 
from drought in hot, arid climates. The 
thick volatile compounds we smell from 
sage in the high desert of Central Oregon, 
for example, provide a protective layer 
around leaves. 

It’s amusing to me to realize that 
humans and plants both employ some pret- 
ty amazing exploitative - but vital - behav- 
iors. Plants have no choice but to smell 
pretty or to smell pretty bad. Sometimes 
we don’t either. 
EEA NE RS: 
Glen Andresen hosts “The Dirtbag,” heard 
every second Monday at 10:30:a.m. on 
KBOO 90.7 FM. He tends his bees on a 
3/4 acre organic garden at a retreat in 
Eagle Creek. He also coordinates Metro’s 
Natural Gardening Program. Comments 
and questions may be sent to glen@pacifi- 
er.com or /c/o The Portland Alliance. 
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8 Spread around more effectively (12) 

10 Spendthrift (7) 

14 Got empire? Then got this, too (7) 

16 Not from around here (3-6) 

17 The ones for whom the System doesn’t work 
(4-4) | 

20 “Banality of evil” writer, Hannah 
22 External (5) . 
24 The fashion in fashion and, it seems, politics 


(5) 


18 Repairing a clearcut, for example (10) 

19 A friendly association, or something to hit 
with? (4) 

21 Center of Catalonian labor Anarchism (9) 
23 Like most farms and forests (5) 

25 Percentage of people who voted (7) 

26 Sets afire (7) 

27 Organized uprising against one’s own rulers 
(12) 
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Puzzle solution on page 24 7 


IS YOUR TEE COMPUTER 


REALLY STARTING TO TEST 
YOUR COMMITMENT TO NON-VIOLENCE? 


free speech, 


OLDMAN (1869-16 
ticism of 


h control, women s eq 
idatory Conscription, 


„OPL 


3029 SE 21* avenue 
503.232.9051 www.peoples.coop 


*open everyday from '7-10” 
“farmers market Wednesday 2 - 7 (year round!) 
“recently expanded and better than ever! 


16 THE PORTLAND ALLIANCE 


The Progressive’s Entertainment Guide 


Spoken Word | 


July 5 

Inga Muscio 

The Goodfoot - 

2845 SE Stark 

8:00 p.m. 

$1 - $50 sliding scale 

For info, 503-232-6003 

Listen to the musical stylings of DJ Yaga and hear Inga Muscio read 

from Autobiography of a Blue-Eyed Devil: My Life and Times in a Racist, 
Imperialist Society. The newest manifesta from the best-selling author 

of Cunt deals with real-time issues of gender, race, class, and other 

_ important social concerns while keeping the reader captivated with down 
to earth humor and witty intelligence. A benefit for In Other Words 
Womens Books and Resources. Come help keep IOW alive and hear a prophet 
in our land. 


July 27 

- Annette White-Parks 

In Other Words | 

3537 SE Hawthorne 

7:00 p.m. 

Free 

For info, 503-232-6003 

“The bridges we cross to the worlds we call home lead many directions.” 
So statesAnnette White-Parks in the preface to her novel Bridge Work. Set 
in 1972 up the north California coast midst the world of ocean and 
redwoods, Bridge Work is the story of an out-of-her-domain city 
schoolteacher waiting tables in the rustic town of Luenga over a summer 
and the poetic, soulful mountain man she encounters who gradually | 
merges into her life. The finely drawn landscape in White-Parks’ book 
also contains a wealth of colorful characters, including homesteaders, 
loggers, retirees, tourists, city dropouts, and the new breed called “hippies.” 


Fil : 


July 1 - 14 

Me and You and Everyone We Know 

Cinema 21 

616 NW 2\st 

Showtimes TBA 

$4 - $7 

For info, 503-223-4515 

(US, 2005, 90 mins.) 

A lonely shoe salesman, played by John Hawkes, and an eccentric 
performance artist, played by Miranda July, struggle to connect in this 
unique take on contemporary life. Written and directed by Miranda July, 
Me and You and Everyone We Know has received four major awards, 
including Special Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival and the 
Camera d’Or at the Cannes International Film Festival. | 


July 3 

Nina Simone: Love Sorceress 

Reel Blues Festival Screening 

Tom McCall Waterfront Park 

Oregonian A&E Front Porch Stage 

10:00 p.m. 

$5 donation + 2 cans of food per person 

_All-day admission, including Reel Blues 

(All donations benefit Oregon Food Bank.) 

For info, 503-221-1156, www.nwfilm.org 

(France, 1998, 75 mins.) 

Director Rene Letzgu’s film documents Nina Simone’s concert in Paris in 
1976. Collapsing musical boundaries, Simone casts a furious spell over 
her audience with a hypnotic frankness and a regal, riveting mix of 
music, storytelling, and social protest. More performance art piece 

than just a music event — hailed by many as Simone’s best performance 
of all time. Presented by Northwest Film Center. 


July 5 - July 28 

The Ossie Davis-Don Cheadle Progressive Summer Film Fest 
Portland State University 

Smith Memorial Center, Room 225 

1825 SW Broadway 

6:00 p.m. Mondays - Thursdays 

Free 

ror info, 503- 471-7798 or lc@pdx.edu 

15 films are featured in the series, including Brother From Another 
Planet, O Brother Where Art Thou?, Do the Right Thing, Rosewood, 
Monster, The Harder They Come, and Bob Roberts. 


July 28 
Christmas in July 
NW Film Center’s Outdoor Cinema 


For info, 503-221-1156 

(US, 1940, 67 mins.) 

Food, drink, and live music atop the garage rooftop of the Mallory. 
“Preston Sturges’s second feature as writer-director is in many ways 
the most underrated of his movies—a riotous comedy-satire about 
capitalism that bites so deep it hurts. An ambitious but impoverished © 
office clerk (Dick Powell) is determined to strike it rich in a contest 
with a stupid slogan (‘If you can’t sleep at night, it isn’t the 

coffee, it’s the bunk’). He’s tricked by a few of his coworkers into 
believing that he’s actually won, promptly gets promoted, and proceeds 
to go on a shopping spree for his neighbors and relatives. Like much of 
Sturges’s finest work, this captures the mood of the Depression more. 
completely than most 30s pictures, and the brilliantly polyphonic 

script repeats the hero’s dim-witted slogan so many times that it 
eventually becomes a kind of crazed tribal incantation. As usual, 
Sturges’s supporting cast is luminous, and he uses it like instruments 
in a madcap concerto.” - Jonathan Rosenbaum, Chicago Reader 


Visual Art | 


July 8 - 30 


. Jeffrey Milstein and Nina Berman, Fhoto Pipay 


Blue Sky Gallery 

1231 NW Hoyt 

Noon - 5:00 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday 

Free 

For info, 503-225-0210 

Jeffrey Milstein’s vibrant color images reflect the cultural and social 
fabric of Cuba. Nina Berman has been making portraits and conducting 
interviews with Americans wounded in Iraq. 


July 23 

SCRAP’s Iron Artist Sculpt-Off Competition 

The Wonder Ballroom 

128 NE Russell 

3:30 - 10:00 p.m. 

$5 - $20 sliding scale 

For info, 503-294-0769 

The School and Community Reuse Action Project (SCRAP) is hosting their 
3rd annual sculpture competition. The fundraising event, a high-energy 
celebration of creative reuse, is a timed three-hour “sculpt-off’ where 

10 teams of “scrap artistas” create sculptures from reused materials 
provided by SCRAP, the ReBuilding Center, Wacky Willy’s, and Free Geek. 
Each team will receive boxes of similar materials and race against the 
clock to create their masterpiece. A theme for the sculptures will be 
announced when the competition begins, and in the end, a panel of local 
celebrity judges will critique the final pieces. Teams show their 
competitive edge by wearing outrageous costumes. Family-friendly 
scrappy carnival games and puppet shows will entertain the kiddies 
inside, while DJs, March Fourth and loud-mouthed emcees entertain the 
crowd outside. A fabulous raffle featuring prizes from local businesses 
will take place at the awards ceremony beginning at 8:30 p.m. Food and 
drink available for purchase. Music and dancing continue until 10:00 p.m. 


i 


July 1-2 and July 8-9 

Othello, by William Shakespeare | 

Portland Actors Ensemble, Shakespeare-in-the-Parks 

Lovejoy Fountain Park 

Located near the corner of SW Ist and Harrison 

8:00 p.m. 

Free 

For info, 503-467-6573 

Portland Actors Ensemble is offering a modern take on Shakespeare’s 
classic, taking full advantage of the amazing Northwest sunset to | 
create a mood conducive to the tragedy of Othello. Lovejoy is a 
concrete urban park and offers steps on which to enjoy the show. For 
your comfort, it is suggested you bring a seating pad from home or a 
lawn chair. You may also want to bring a coat and a cup of your 
favorite hot beverage to keep warm during the night’s performance. 


July 20 - 23 

An Evening of Monologues 

Portland Actors Conservatory 

1436 SW Montgomery 

7:00 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday 

8:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday 

$15 

For info, 503-274-1717 

Always a crowd favorite, graduates of Portland Actors Conservatory 
perform monologues chosen from some of the world’s best plays and 


playwrights. 


The Hotel Mallory —Myrna Goldware 
729 SW 15th Guide Editor 
9:00 p.m., doors opening at 8:00 p.m. 

$5 . 
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After my ini- 


By S.M. BERG 

any. years ago a Spanish man 
told me Cervantes’ medieval 
tome Don Quixote was every- 
one’s favorite novel they haven’t read. The 
phrase comes back to me when I think of 
recently deceased feminist Andrea 


_ Dworkin, a top contender for everyone’s 


least favorite writer they haven’t read. 
The experience of first encountering 
Dworkin’s 
passionate 
writing 
varies by 
reader, but 
most agree it 
is peculiarly 
affecting and 
rouses deep 
emotions. 


tial shot of 
Dworkin, an 
essay on 
prostitution, 

I had a revo- 
lution in rad- 
ical thought 
that shocked my worldview in a way that 
altered me forever, and not just about gen- 
dered power. On that day I learned to read 
first the writers that pundits and popular 
culture most warn me away from, and my 
education has been richer for it. 

Whether you agree with her or dis- 
agree, and with thirteen books there is 
undoubtedly much of both whatever your 
opinions, the power to provoke feeling is a 
skill artists of all kinds aspire to and by 


Andrea Dworkin 
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are scoured from the coal. Hundreds of 
people have been killed and thousands 
have been injured or lost their homes when 
black water retaining ponds have broken 
Open pouring water down the mountain. In 
a shameful incident late last year, a boul- 


der pushed off a mountain killed three 


year-old Jeremy Davidson while he was 
asleep in his bed. 


The direct loss of human lives, the 


flash floods caused by lack of soil to 


absorb rain, the heavy metals seeping into 


rivers and streams, and the general envi- 


‘ronmental destruction have all led to a 


broad coalition opposing these destructive 
mining practices, including EarthFirst!ers, 
teachers, coal miners, parents, and others. 
Many coal miners are angry that while the 
companies say stopping mountain top 
removal will cost them their jobs, they 
realize that it takes fewer, people to operate 
tons of explosives and a few large 
machines. These people are devoted to 
sending a loud and clear message to the 
companies responsible for the destruction 
of their lives, homes, and jobs. Three resi- 
dents of Coal River Valley, including two 
grandmothers, were arrested for civil dis- 
obedience while presenting a list of 
demands during the Massey Energy stock- 
holders meeting. Massey Energy operates 
a coal processing plant including a toxic 
waste storage 150 feet away from the local 
middle school. Another larger rally in May 
resulted in sixteen arrests, while activists 
surprised the shareholders meeting of 
National Coal Corporation with a march- 
ing band and animal costumes early last 
month. Efforts to change these destructive 
extraction policies will continue through- 
out the summer, and will be chronicled on 
the website MountainJusticeSummer.org 
Earth First! activists have also been 
involved in anti-patriarchy organizing. 
Last month saw Earth First!ers at Born in 
Flames, a three-day conference at PSU 
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this yardstick Dworkin is one of the great- 
est American wordsmiths of all time. 

Praising Dworkin’s verbal ability is 
easy and pointing to where she shines 
brightest easier (the collection Life and 
Death can satisfy naysayers to her acu- 
men), but there is more to why more than 
forty people came to her memorial at 
Liberty Hall on the hot Sunday afternoon 
of June 19. The people paying tribute came 
because Andrea gave them the words to 
finish the open-mouthed scream they start- 
ed and didn’t know how to finish. She put 
form to the swirling, dark feelings of living 
constantly with sexism and surviving sex- 
ual violations in and out of the commercial 
sex industry. In their own words, here is 
why they came: 

“The first thing. I think of to say about 
Andrea Dworkin is what so, so, so many 
women say about her and that’s that she 
saved my life. I owe her everything.” — 
Amy Lynn 

“Andrea is the reason that I don’t feel 
like shit, as a human being, as a psychiatric 
survivor, aS a prostituted woman, as a 
woman.” — Paddy 

“She gave me the courage to do the 
work I do today.” — Robyn Shanti, host of 
KBOO’s Dharma Wheel. 

“She is the stone of my life, the pond of 
my life, she is the stone that had an impor- 
tant impact and sent out ripples in all 
directions.” — Peter Qualliotine, co- 
founder of Sexual Exploitation Education 
Project. 

“Her support and her EE affected 
my thinking about myself, my relation- 
ships, the world and my work for twenty 


from June 24-26 that aimed to bring the 
entire Portland progressive community 
together for dialogue and action regarding 
issues of sexual assault. Numerous radical 
environmentalists from around Cascadia 
attended the conference, and presented a 
workshop on creating an effective 
response to sexual violence in activist 
communities. 

This. workshop was based on the anti- 
oppression work happening in local forest 
defense communities, as Earth First! 
groups across Cascadia have come togeth- 


er to take an active stance against against 
patriarchy and sexual assault within the 
movement. 

While issues of sexism have occurred 
throughout the history of the Earth First! 
movement there has also been an increas- 
ingly dominant movement against such 
behavior. In recent year’s Cascadians have 
adopted a region wide anti-oppression pol- 
icy focused on racist and sexist behavior in 
the movement. There have also been all 
women action camps, and an all women 
and transgender tree-sit occupation outside 
Eugene that lasted one and a half years and 
drew hundreds of participants. 

Shared between many Earth First!ers 
and groups like Born in Flames is a com- 
mitment to examining society’s problems 


years.” — Melissa Farley, Director of 
Prostitution Research and Education in 
San Francisco. 

Eulogies of another recently deceased 
feminist who wrote about pornography, 
Susan Sontag, praised her high intellect 
and contributions to philosophy, but none I 
saw credited Sontag for profoundly chang- 
ing their life. No tales of finding one of her 
books in the library and reading it nonstop 
sitting cross-legged in 
the stacks, or acco- 
lades from people 
crediting her with 
lighting the spark of 
their life’s activism in 
numbers rivaled only 
by Ralph Nader. Tess 
Wiseheart, former 
Executive Director of 
the: Portland Women’s 
Crisis Line, spoke of 
asking new volunteers 
why they came and 
having 60 to 70 per- 
cent respond that 
Andrea Dworkin was 
the reason they volun- 
teered, “Everything we 
do emanates from peo- 
ple who very much identify by Andrea 
Dworkin.” 

When the personal testimonies con- 
cluded the memorial service was moved 
outside for the release of two doves. 
Prayers were spoken and the doves, repre- 
senting hope and peace, were released into 
the evening sky. The air had the metallic 
taste of impending rain and as the people 


and their roots as a whole, through alle. 
tive resistance. 

In addition to all of the coalition baia 
ing work, local Earth First!ers still find 
time to defend the forests. In Summer 
2004, Earth First!ers occupied Senator 
Ron Wyden’s office for over half an hour 
to express opposition to Wyden’s contin- 
ued support of the ancient forest logging 
happening at the Biscuit in Southern 
Oregon. The next day they hit Umpqua 
Bank, where an Earth First!er locked down 
to a giant stump outside the bank’s flag- 


ship store because of the bankis ties to 
lumber companies buying old growth trees 
from Oregon’s Public Lands. Then in April 
of 2005,. Earth First!ers shutdown 
Southwest 2nd Avenue, in front of Region 
6 Forest Service Headquarters, for several 
hours. The street was blocked by one man 
suspended thirty feet above the road in 
protest of the continued logging at the 
Biscuit Timber Sale. Two months later, in 
early June, a tree-sit in Hood River, 
Oregon drew attention to Bush’s rollback 
of the Roadless Rule which opens addi- 
tional ancient forests in Oregon to chain- 
saws. Besides all of this recent forest 
defense work, Portland-area Earth 
First!ers were also instrumental in an 
action in which over 200 protestors occu- 


years s later. - 


Memorial for civil rights leader Andrea Dworkin 


dispersed a display unlike any I had seen 
before began.. Two gorgeously vivid rain- 
bows were draped over Southeast Portland 
and occasional bolts of crackling lighten- 
ing flickered across the colored arches. 
The talk of the town for hours afterwards 
and top story on the local news, Mother 
Nature’s mesmerizing light show seemed 
perfectly timed to honor the memory of 
Andrea’s illuminating life and fierce deter- 
mination to strike 
pointedly at injustice. 
Andrea Dworkin is 
mistakenly thought to 
have tilted at wind- 
mills, but if that’s all 
you remember of Don 
Quixote then you 
missed why it is still 
popular, if little read, 
five hundred years 
later. Don Quixote 
inspired people to see 
the best in themselves 
and others, and to 
make real an honor- 
able world where 
peasant girls and poor 
farmers have the dig- 
nity of noblewomen 
and squires. It is the radicals among us 
who necessarily push at the status quo’s 
edges and expand what we as a people 
reconsider imaginable. Society needs this 
rare and brave type of citizen to expand 
our horizons of the possible and Andrea 
Dworkin was one of the rarest and bravest. 


S. M. Berg is a local writer and activist. 


: Fighting patriarchy is new issue for collective 


pied a Chevron station in opposition to the 
oil-war on George Bush’s inaguration day. 

The RRR is happening from July 4th- 
11th. The theme of this RRR is Cascadian 
Independence.Along with Earth First! vet- 
erans, people who are interested in Earth 
First! activism but have never been involved 
before, are also invited to attend. Directions 
and workshops schedules are available at 
EarthFirst2005.org. Organizers are request- 
ing attendees come as self-sufficient as pos- 
sible. A complete list of packing advice is 
available on the website. Cash donation to 
defray the costs associated with the gather- 
ing and to provide support for next years 
gathering are strongly encouraged. $30 is 
the recommended contribution, but no one 
will be turned away. All who attend are 
asked to bring respect for the land and the 
community that gathers there. An anti- 
oppression policy is in place and available 
from the website. 


This article was written by the Cascadia 
Rising Collective and Stumptown EF! 
Cascadia Rising works to promote radical 
environmentalism and cross-movement 
networking around Cascadia, and is dif- 
ferent organization than our friends at the 
Cascadia Rising infoshop on Clinton 
Street! Stumptown EF! is the lastest incar- 
nation of the EF! direct action spirit in 
Portland. 
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noon action. The following day, 200 peo- 
ple filled the governor’s office, spilling out 
into the hallways. Although Governor 
Kulongoski was not present, a staff person 
was. When he attempted to move the meet- 
ing to a larger space, march organizer 
Marcy Westerling said “no” and families 
of Oregon National Guards members 
began telling their stories and asking that 
the National Guard return to Oregon to and 
the people be given a full accounting of the 
cost of having the Guard overseas. That 
afternoon, marchers went to the offices of 


Associated. Oregon Industries, one of. 


Oregon’s most powerful advocates for 
business, to speak about the role money 
was playing in Oregon’s democracy. 

Over the next two days, marchers trav- 
eled north along Highway 99E, stopping 
along the way to meet with farmworkers, 
including an evening with the members of 
PCUN in Woodburn. For many of the 
marchers, this was the first time they had 
come into contact with the people who 
raise and harvest their food. 

On June 15, about 150 marchers take a 
break at a church outside of Aurora. A 
third of thegroup seek out shade and begin 
peeling shoes and socks off sore feet. 
Others line up outside the portable toilets. 
The remainder head for the boxes of water 
and food already.set out for them. Spirits 
remain high. 

“This is wonderful...positive feedback 

from county members with whom we have 
come into contact,” stated Steve Jackson of 
Columbia County. 
_ - “Fantastic,” stated Trish Leighton of 
Wasco County. “People have come togeth- 
er to talk about fair wages, peace and many 
other issues where they are surprised to 
find common ground.” 

Other participants tell the same story 
— the surprise to find they are not isolated 
by their beliefs. 

It is a surprise that spreads to urban 
activists as the march finishes in down- 
town Portland, bringing rural activists in 
support of what many viewed as “urban 
issues.” 

The break down of those barriers was 
at the heart of the march. The relationships 
made here could be the beginning of a new 


movement. 
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Karen Normandin, communications 
director for the Oregon Association of 
Hospitals and Health Systems (OAHHS), 
of which Legacy is a member, disputes 
these findings. She believes that hospital 
choices are being adversely affected by 
other factors, such as lack of health insur- 
ance; overcrowding in emergency rooms 
because people have no primary care physi- 
cian; and by the rising costs of medical mal- 
practice insurance, which is forcing doctors 
to close their practices or move elsewhere. 
“There’s no credible evidence that hospital 
consolidation in Oregon has driven up 
health care prices,’ Normandin said. 

However, the Dept. of Justice and 
Federal Trade Commission reported 
recently that, “Most studies of the relation- 
ship between competition and hospital 
prices have found that high hospital con- 
centration is associated with increased 
prices, regardless of whether the hospitals 
are for-profit or nonprofit.” (According to 
its Web site, “Legacy Health System is the 
largest Oregon-based, not-for-profit 
healthcare system in the state, and is the 
sixth largest private sector employer in the 


four-county Portland metropolitan area.” A 
representative of Providence Health 
System was unavailable for comment at 
this writing.) 

According to OHS’s findings from 
Hospital Discharge Data, tri-county and 
Oregon system hospitals both charged, on 
average, over $15,000 for an inpatient hos- 


pital stay, while tri-county and Oregon 


independent hospitals charged less than 
$15,000 - as the “sticker price” of a hospi- 
tal stay. The report points out it is impossi- 
ble for individuals to negotiate the price of 


a hospital stay, and the full cost is usually 


billed to those who can least afford it - the 
uninsured. | 

Legacy reports that it absorbed about 
$73 million in 2004 for services for people 
in need, including unpaid Medicare and 
Medicaid costs and charity care. They 
refer patients to the Oregon PricePoint 
System Web site, developed by OAHHS, 
for information about the charity care poli- 
cies of Oregon hospitals. According to 
Normandin, “Any person can go to the 
Web site and free of charge find out how to 
qualify for and apply for financial assis- 
tance with a hospital bill. You can also find 
out how much hospitals receive from the 


: Offers chance to build important relationship 


three major payer groups - Medicare, 
Medicaid and Private Insurance.” 
Maribeth Healey of OHS doesn’t think 
the site is very user-friendly or goes far 
enough. She said that information about 
charity care should be made more available 
to people before they walk through the 
door, not when they get the bill. The OHS 
Web site features stories of real people who 
have gone into thousands of dollars in debt 
because of hospital bills, or who are barely 


getting by with the insurance they have. In - 


addition, the Portland chapter of ACORN 
held a press conference in May 2005 at 
Providence, claiming that receiving infor- 
mation about charity care at area hospitals 
is “nearly impossible.” 

To give people more information about 
charity care in Oregon, OHS has introduced 
SB°504 that would, among other things, 
require certain hospitals to establish a finan- 
cial assistance program to provide charity 
care free of charge to those with a family 
income of less than 200 percent of the fed- 
eral poverty level; and at a sliding-scale 
charge to those with family incomes of 
between 200 and 400 percent of the pover- 
ty level. It would also require that hospitals 
provide written notice about the program to 


Facing off against power. Marchers 
pause at AOI, one of Oregon’s most 
powerful advocate for business (left); 
Peace is part of a just society is a mess- 
ge brought by a young marcher (above). 


A rising tide of protest. (counterclock- 
wise from above). Marchers on the road 
to Woodburn express their desire for 
peace; Marcy Westerling (left) and 
Ramon Ramirez of PCUN (right) speak 
from the front steps of the Oregon 
Capitol Building; Marchers in Salem 
remind people that Latinos are united 
around the principals of the march; The 
size of the march swells on the final day 
as they are joined by Portland activists in 
the Rose City’s downtown streets. All 
photos by Jerry Atkin. 


: Opportunity to reduce health care is near 


patients upon admission and discharge and 
give them an application. 

Another bill, SB 503 would encourage 
“wise hospital investment” by strengthen- 
ing the Department of Human Services’ 
“Certificate of Need.” A hospital would 
have to get approval from the Director of 
Human Services prior to constructing a 
new facility, and the director of DHS 
would determine the approval based on 
factors such as need, financial feasibility, 
and the impact on the interests of patients. 

A third bill, SB 502, would create a 
Health Services Cost Review Board to set 
hospital rates for health care facilities. 

Healey believes we are at a critical 
point when it comes to attitudes about the 
cost of health care. While we might not be 


_ at a single-payer system just yet, “This is a 


great opportunity for businesses and con- 
cerned individuals to get together to 
reduce the costs of health care,’ she said. 

For more information visit the follow- 
ing websites: www.oregoniansforhealthse- 
curity.org and www.orpricepoint.org. 
TER I ae aR le OER Sa SRE TISS EGS LE TAGE RS 
Jennifer Polis is a freelance writer and an 
Alliance board member. 
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also put Venezuelan military doctors and 


dentists to work in the free clinics. 
Meanwhile, much of the Venezuelan med- 
ical establishment is vehemently opposed to 
the free-clinic program, seeing it as a Cuban 
communist campaign to undermine medical 
standards and physicians’ earnings. 

That low-income people are receiving 
medical and dental care for the first time in 
their lives does not seem to be a considera- 
tion that carries much weight among the 
more “professionally minded” practitioners. 

I visited one of the government-sup- 
ported community food stores that are 
located around the country, mostly in low 
income areas. These modest establish- 
ments sell canned goods, pasta, beans, 
rice, and some produce and fruits at well 
below the market price, a blessing in a 
society with widespread malnutrition. 

` Popular food markets have eliminated 
the layers of middlemen and made staples 
more affordable for residents. Most of 


these markets are run by women. The gov- 


ernment also created a state-financed bank 
whose function is to provide low-income 
women with funds to start cooperatives in 
their communities. 

There is a growing number of worker 
cooperatives. One in Caracas was started 
by turning a waste dump into a shoe facto- 
ry and a T-shirt factory. Financed with 
money from the Petroleum Ministry, the 
coop has put about a thousand people to 
work. The workers seem enthusiastic and 
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ly revolutionary activists who are advanc- 


ing the ideas and organization of the revo- 


lution throughout all sectors of society 
(except the wealthy). 
There are a number of features of the 


revolution in Venezuela that can work to- 


enhance the potential for this revolution to 
survive- both internally and against what 
will be rising pressure from the United 
States: 

1) The Chavez leadership is a break 
from the models of Social Democracy and 
Stalinism that could set an example of a 
revolutionary direction for the rest of the 
continent. It is typical to see posters of 
Chavez flanked by Bolivar on one side and 
Che on the other. Because of the position 


4 Continued from page 14 
exploring “exotic” locals, Mirante brings 
women to the forefront as political 
activists, organizers, and trouble-makers. 
With Kachin rebels Mirante discusses 
domestic violence and gender roles in lib- 
erated territory. With others Mirante tells 
how woman have struggled to find mar- 


_ ketable products. Through it all Mirante 


avoids judgments in favor of honest report- 
ing. ; 
In another sharp contrast to so much 
typical reportage, Mirante reveals the 
logistics of surreptitious travel: how to 


Surprisingly, many Venezuelans know 


relatively little about the worker coopera- 


tives. Or perhaps it’s not surprising, given 
the near monopoly that private capital has 
over the print and broadcast media. The 
wealthy media moguls, all vehemently 
anti-Chavez, own four of the five televi- 
sion stations and all the major newspapers. 

The man most responsible for 
Venezuela’s revolutionary developments, 
Hugo Chavez, has been accorded the usual 
ad hominem treatment in the U.S. news 
media. An article in the San Francisco 
Chronicle described him as “Venezuela’s 
pugnacious president.” An earlier Chronicle. 
report (Nov. 30, 2001) quotes a political 
opponent who calls Chavez “a psychopath, 
a terribly aggressive guy.’2 The London 
Financial Times. sees him as “increasingly 
autocratic” and presiding over something 
called a “rogue democracy.” 

In the Nation (May 6, 2002), Marc 
Cooper — one of those Cold War liberals 
who nowadays regularly defends the U.S. 
empire — writes that the democratically- 
elected Chavez speaks “often as a thug,’ 
who “flirts with megalomania.” Chavez’s 
behavior, Cooper rattles on, “borders on the 
paranoiac,’ is “ham-fisted demagogy’”’ acted 
out with an “increasingly autocratic style.” 
Like so many critics, Cooper downplays 
Chavez’s accomplishments, and uses name- 


_calling in place of informed analysis. 


Other media mouthpieces have labeled 
Chavez “mercurial,’ “besieged,” “heavy- 
handed,” “incompetent,” and “dictatorial,” 
a “barracks populist,’ a “strongman,” a 
“firebrand,” and, above all, a “leftist.” It is 


of Venezuela geographically and economi- 
cally Chavez can play a role in the region 
that is more significant that that of Fidel 
and the Cubans. — 

2) The presence of oil at such a price 
means that for the first time in history a 
revolution has resulted in the immediate 
rise in living standards rather than their 
collapse as was the case in Russia, China 
and to a lesser degree Cuba. The size of the 
nationalized industries inherited by the 
revolution means that they have the eco- 
nomic base to fund social programs and 
build broader support for the revolution. 

3) The defeat of the coup provided the 
opportunity to purge the army of a sub- 
stantial amount of its counterrevolutionary 
currents significantly reducing the risks of 
a rightist coup. 


sneak in and out of war zones, no-go areas, 
and hostile territory. This is not your 
grandpa’s National Geographic: we get the 
whole deal here, from dyed hair to illegal 
transit across international borders. The 
details reveal how hard the Burmese 
authorities work to keep eyes and ears 
away from their corporate-backed hell- 
hole. 

“What adds to it,’ Mirante tells the 
Portland Alliance, “is that I've had to go 
through China to get in and out of Burma 
in recent years, and China seems more and 
more like the spitting image of the US, in 


never explained what “leftist” means. A 
leftist is someone who advocates a more 
equitable distribution of social resources 
and human services, and who supports the 
kinds of programs that the Chavez govern- 
ment is putting in place. (Likewise a right- 
ist is someone who opposes such programs 
and seeks to advance the insatiable privi- 
leges of private capital and the wealthy 
few.) : 

The term “leftist” is frequently bandied 
about in the U.S. media but seldom 
defined. The power of the label is-in its 
remaining undefined, allowing it to have 
an abstracted built-in demonizing impact 
which precludes rational examination of 
its political content. | 

Meanwhile Chavez’s opponents, -who 
staged an illegal and unconstitutional coup 
in April 2002 against Venezuela’s democ- 
ratically elected government are depicted 
in the U.S. media as champions of “pro- 
democratic” and “pro-West” governance. 
We are talking about the free-market plu- 
tocrats and corporate-military leaders of 
the privileged social order who killed more 
people in the 48 hours they held power in 
2002 than were ever harmed by Chavez in 
his years of rule. : 

When one of these perpetrators, 
General Carlos Alfonzo, was ‘hit with 
charges for the role he had played, the New 
York Times chose to call him a “dissident” 


` whose rights were being suppressed by the 


Chavez government. Four other top mili- 
tary officers charged with leading the 2002 
coup were also likely to face legal action. 
No doubt, they too will be described not as 


/; Bloodless revolution moves 


4) This revolution is embedded in a ris- 
ing tide of left political movement from 
Chile to the Rio Grande. This is its most 
powerful defense and major impediment to 
imperialist intervention as the Bush 
administration openly bemoans. 

5) This revolution has happened with- 
out a bloodbath, without mass public exe- 


cutions, without the need for a repressive 


state that curbs civil liberties and with 
massive democratic election victories. 
This robs the opposition and the Bush 
administration of cannon fodder in the pro- 
paganda war agae revolution is based on a 
constitutioninst the revolution. Many spu- 
rious charges have and will be invented by 
the opposition of course. 


6) The written in the process of the rev- 


olution (2002) that guarantees and mas- 


all of its superpower arrogance, ultra-cap- 
italist corruption and racism. There’s a 
propaganda channel on Chinese TV that 
reminds me so much of Fox News. Ethnic 
minorities in both countries seem OK only 
as long as they're singing and dancing, 


resources are for exploiting, and smaller | 


countries like Burma are for ripping off in 
every way possible.” 

Mirante is the perfect antidote to the 
lethal cloud of secrecy hanging over 
Burma. Years ago she founded Project 
Maje, a sort of clearinghouse for informa- 
tion on Burma’s freedom fighters. She 


i: Workers’ programs advance despite Right 


plotters or traitors who tried to destroy a 
democratic government, but as “dissi- 
dents,’ simple decent individuals who are 
being denied their right to disagree with 
the government. 

President Hugo Chavez whose public 
talks I attended on three occasions proved 
to be an educated, articulate, remarkably 
well-informed and well-read individual. 
Of big heart, deep human feeling, and keen 
intellect, he manifests a sincere dedication 
to effecting some salutary changes for the 
great mass of his people, a man who in 
every aspect seems worthy of the decent 
and peaceful democratic revolution he is 
leading. 

Millions of his compatriots correctly 
perceive him as being the only president 
who has ever paid attention to the nation’s 
poorest areas. No wonder he is the target 
of calumny and coup from the upper eche- 
lons in his own country and from ruling 
circles up north. | 

Chavez charges that the United States 

government is plotting to assassinate him. 
I can believe it. 
A RAE AON CIE SOR re NR RR NE 
Michael Parenti’s recent books include 
Superpatriotism (City Lights) and The 
Assassination of Julius Caesar (New 
Press) which won Book of the Year Award, 
2004 (nonfiction) from Online Review of 
Books. His latest work, The Culture 
Struggle, will be published by Seven 
Stories Press in the fall of 2005. For more 
information visit his website: 
www.michaelparenti.org. 


in Venezuela 


sively expands the rights of women, the 
indigenous, the poor andThe example of 
Venezuela should be seen first hand. 
Coming opportunities include the “World 
Festival of Students and Youth” in August 
and the hemispheric meeting of the “World 
Social Forum” next February both in 
Caracas. There is local organization to 
send a Portland delegation to the youth 
festival. To support this effort by con- 
tributing to a scholarship fund or if you are 
interested in going contact Jason Wallech 
at PCASC 236 7916. 

For further analysis of the Bolivarian 
revolution visit www. Venezuelanaly- 
Sis.com. 


John Olmsted is a Portland-based psychol- 


— ogist. 


>: Perfect antidote to secrecy hanging over Burma 


related an earlier round of political travel- 
ogue in her 1994 book Burmese Looking 
Glass. This time she’s built a rollicking 
bridge across the Pacific, a personal lens 
through which to view Burma’s long strug- 
gle for freedom. 
Portland is lucky to host her. 

=e eR I IONE 
Michael Connor has read several books in 
the last few years. 
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6357 SW Capitol Hwy. Portland, OR 97239 ~ 503-246-1934 
1815 NE Broadway Portland, OR 97232 ~ 503-288-3991 


www.davabeadandtrade.com 


3652 SE Division 
Portland, OR 97202 
503/236-2893 


for community 
NOT profit. 
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open mon-sat 
11:00 am to 7:00 pm 


AARON 


AT T OSTRON E : 
CHAPTER 7 & 13 
BANKRUPTCIES 
503/546-7913 = fax 503/445-0888 


1020 SW Taylor ® Suite 230 = Portland, OR 97205 
avarhola@integraonline.com 


THE PORTLAND ALLIANCE 


Having trouble finding us? 
Of course, the best way to not miss an issue is to subscribe and have it delivered to your doorstep every month. But for those who wish to take advantage of the 
more than 300 sites where we offer free copies of the Alliance, here is a listing of our Portland dropsites. For those of you living outside Portland, turn to page 22 


of this issue for. If you are a business that would like to be a dropsite for the Alliance — and appear in this listing — call 503-239-4991. 


PORTLAND - 
JOHN’S 
Vinnie’s Pizza 
300 N Killingsworth 
St. John’s Library 
7510 N Charleston 
Friday’s Espresso 
8139 N Denver 
Kenton Liquor Store 
8235 N Denver 
Kelcey’s Grocery 
8295 N Denver 
Kenton Station Tavern 
8303 N Denver 
Episcopal Service Center 
7508 N Hereford 
The Alibi | 
4024 N Interstate 
Pooja 
5130 N Interstate 
Interstate Firehouse 
5340 N Interstate 
Liberty Hall 
311 N Ivy 
Beaterville Café 
2201 N Killingsworth 
Reflections Bookstore - 
330 N Killingsworth 
PCC Cascade (Student Center) 
505 N Killingsworth 
Mock Crest Groceries 
3715 N Lombard 
| Weir Cycling 
5036 N Lombard 
Xenos 
8527 N Lombard 
Dad’s Restaurant 
8608 N Lombard 
Multnomah Health Center 
9000 N Lombard 
Nola Café 
8638 N Lombard 
Mock Crest Tavern 
3435 N Lombard 
Carpenters Union 
_ 2205 N Lombard 
Mississippi Pub 
3552 N Mississippi 
Albina Youth Opportunity School 
3710 N Mississippi 
The Fresh Pot 
4000 N Mississippi 
Monsoon Thai Restaurant 
4236A N Mississippi 
Urban League 
10 N Russell 
Overlook Restaurant 
1332 N Skidmore 
Big City Produce/Small World Café 
722 N Sumner 
Oregon Dept. of Human Resources 
330 N Webster 
University of Portland, Pilot House 
Lounge 
5000 N Willamette 
Albina Ministerial Alliance 
2337 N Williams 
Chuck’s Market 
2415 N Williams 
PORTLAND - NORTHEAST 
Wild Oats 
3535 NE 15th Fremont 
Daddy Mojo’s 
1501 NE 15th 
Peace House 
2116 NE 18th 
Metropolitan Community Church 
1644 NE 24th 
Circle Healthcare Clinic 
316 NE 28th 
Laurelwood Pub 
1728 NE 40th 
Hollywood Senior Center 
1820 NE 40th | 
Cafe Uno 
2035 NE 41st 
The Cleanery 
1925-A’NE 42nd 
King Neighborhood Facility 


NORTH & ST. 


4815 NE 7th 


` Alberta St. Pub 


1028 NE Alberta 
La Dolce Vita 
1203 NE Alberta 
Sabine. Community Development 
Corp. 

1480 NE Alberta 

Alberta Cooperative Grocery 

1500 NE Alberta 

Community Cycling Center 

1700 NE Alberta 

Oregon Tradeswoman 

1714 NE Alberta 

Earl’s Barbershop 

1726 NE Alberta 

Sisters In Action For Power 

1732 NE Alberta 

Random Order 

1800 NE Alberta 

Star & Rose Cafe 

2403 NE Alberta 

Videorama 

2640 NE Alberta 

Bella Faccia 

2934 NE Alberta 

Vita Café 

3024 NE Alberta 

St. Andrew’s Rectory 

806 NE Alberta 

Cascadia Community Center 

5432 NE Albina 

Al Java 

6425 NE Albina 

Aztec Willie/Joey Rose Tacqueria 
1501 NE Broadway 

McMenamins 

1504 NE Broadway 

Broadway Books 

1714 NE Broadway 

Colosso Restaurant 


1932 NE Broadway 


JOQ’s 


2512 NE Broadway 
Common Ground 
2917 NE Everett 
Cool Running Café 
4110 NE Fremont 
Leaf And Bean Café 
4936 NE Fremont 
Laurelthirst Tavern 
2958 NE Glisan 
Cup & Saucer 

3000 NE Killingsworth 


Reflections Café 


‘446 NE Killingsworth 


Dishman Community Center 
77 NE Knott 

Catholic Worker House 
5304 NE Mallory 

Duen of Sheba 

2413 NE MLK 

Gold Rush Coffee House 
2603 NE MLK 


- Bridges Café 


2710 NE MLK 

Mult. Co. Multicultural Senior Center 
5325 NE MLK 

Violet’s - 

5204 NE Sacramento 

San Rafael Café 

415 NE San Rafael 

kenan Mountain Community 
2975 NE Sandy Blvd 

Fantasy Video 

3137 NE Sandy Blvd 
Hollywood Theatre 

4122 NE Sandy Blvd 

42nd Street Station 

4201 NE Sandy Blvd 

Gregory Heights Branch Library 
7921 NE Sandy Blvd 
Hollywood Branch Library 


~ 4040 NE Tillamook 


PORTLAND - NORTHWEST 
Beyond Juice 

716 NW 21st 

Anna Banana’s 


1214 NW 21st 


Muu Muus 

612 NW 2ist 

Cinema 21 

616 NW 2st 

Coffee Time 

712 NW 21st 

Blue Moon 

432 NW 21st 

City Market 

735 NW 21st 

23rd Ave. Books 
1015 NW 23rd 
McMenamin’s Tavern 
1716 NW 23rd 

Java Vivace 

2287 NW 23rd 
Coffee People ` 

533 NW 23rd 

Wham! 

617 NW 23rd 

Escape From New York Pizza 
622 NW 23rd 
Kornblatt’s Delicatessen 
628 NW 23rd 

Rich’s Cigar Store 
706 NW 23rd 

Music Millennium 
801 NW 23rd 

Torre Fazione 

838 NW 23rd 

Sister’s Of The Road ` 
133 NW 6th 

Embers 


110 NW Broadway 


Cedar Mill Community Library 
12505 NW Cornell Rd 
Second Story Bistro 

208 NW Couch St 

Vinyl Records 

214 NW Couch St 

Street Roots 

211 NW Davis 

World Cup Coffee 

1740 NW Glisan 
Pacific NW College of Art 
1241 NW Johnson 

PCC Rock Creek 

17705 NW Springville Rd 
NW Branch Library 

2300 NW Thurman 

Food Front Co-op 

2375 NW Thurman 
PORTLAND - EAST 
Hippo Hardware 

1040 E Burnside 

Old Wives’ Tales 

1300 E Burnside 

Foti’s Greek Deli 

1800 E Burnside 

Ole! Ole! 

2137 E Burnside 
American Friends Service Committee 
2249 E Burnside 

East Bank Chiropractic 
2303 E Burnside 
Burnside Bean 

232 LE Burnside 
Laurelhurst Theater 

2735 E Burnside 


Music Millenium 


3158 E Burnside 
Back-to-Back Café 
614 E Burnside 
SELLWOOD 
Sellwood Library 
7860 SE 13th 
Ugly Mug 

8017 SE 13th 
Coffee Roasters 
6720 SE 16th 
Jake’s Place 
8039 SE 17th 
Sellwood Inn 


8301 SE 17th 


i Foster’s Market 


8500 SE 17th, 
Wallace Books 
7241 SE Milwaukee 
Oak Lodge Library 


16201 SE Milwaukie 

Papa Haydn’s | 

5829 SE Milwaukie 

OHSU Health Clinic 

6327 SE Milwaukie 
Philadelphia’s Steaks and Hoagies 
6410 SE Milwaukie 

Jones Public House 

1621 SE Bybee Blvd 
PORTLAND - SOUTHEAST 
Tip Top Laundry 

780 SE Gladstone 

Mt. Scott Community Center 
5530 SE 72 

St. Francis Church & School 
330 SE 11th 

Rimsky Korsakoffee 

707 SE 12th 

Basement Pub 

1028 SE 12th 

3 Friends Coffee Shop 

201 SE 12th SAT 

People’s Food Coop 

3029 SE 21st 

Cleveland High School 

3400 SE 26th 

Ben & Jerry’s 

1442 SE 36th 

Limbo 


4707 SE 39th 


Eastside Democrat Club 
4911 SE 43rd 
Woodstock Branch Library 
6008 SE 49th 

Warner Pacific College 
2119 SE 68th 

Space Monkey Coffee 
5511SE72nd 
KBOO 

20 SE 8th 

Citybikes Annex 

801 SE Ankeny 

J & M Café 

537 SE Ash St 

Ritzdorf Complex 

1225 SE Belmont 
Squeez 

1403 SE Belmont 

Wash Works Laundromat 
2731 SE Belmont 


_ Java Dog 
- 3001 SE Belmont 


Alternative Realtors 

3144 SE Belmont 

Laughing Planet 

3320 SE Belmont 

It’s a Beautiful Pizza 

3342 SE Belmont 

Aalto Café and Stumptown Coffee 
3356 SE Belmont 

Paradox Palace Café 

3439 SE Belmont 

Movie Madness 

4320 SE Belmont 

Bicycle Repair Collective 

4438 SE Belmont 

Sun Lotus Café 

4505 SE Belmont 

Southeast Aging and. Disability 
Services 

4610 SE Belmont St 

Aladdin Theater 

3017 SE Milwaukie 

True Brew Coffee House & Antiques 
3370 SE Milwaukie 

Laundromat 

SE Belmont & 39th . 

Q is for Choir 

2510 SE Clinton 

Clinton Street. Video 

2515 SE Clinton 


‘Dot’s 


2521 SE Clinton 


Clinton Street Theatre 


2522 SE Clinton 


K & F Coffee 
2706 SE Clinton 
Mirador Community Store 


2106 SE Division 


Red and Black Café 
2138 SE Division 
Nature’s Fresh Northwest 
3016 SE Division 
Detour Café 

3035 SE Division 
Laughing ‘Horse Books 
3652 SE Division 
OHSU Clinic 

3920 SE Division 

Mt. Tabor Sports 


5941 SE Division 


Longfellow Bookstore 
1401 SE Division 
Yola’s Coffee House 
6506 SE Foster 

US Atheists 

6514 SE Foster 

S.E. Works 

6927 SE Foster 
Barley Mill Pub 

1629 SE Hawthorne 
Starbuck’s 

1864 SE Hawthorne 
Vicente’s Gourmet Pizza 
1935 SE Hawthorne 
Jam 

2239 SE Hawthorne 
Grand Central Bakery 
2330 SE Hawthorne 
Crossroads Music 
3136 SE Hawthorne 
Book City Paradise 
3315 SE Hawthorne 
Hawthorne Café 

3354 SE Hawthorne 
Coffee People 

3500 SE Hawthorne 
Bower’s Bakery And Deli 
3545 SE Hawthorne 
Cup And Saucer Café 
3568 SE Hawthorne 


_ Hawthorne Street Ale House 


3632 SE Hawthorne 
Oasis Cafe 

3701 SE Hawthorne 
Powell’s Books 

3739 SE Hawthorne 
Mt. Tabor Café 

3766 SE Hawthorne 
Third Eye 

3950 SE Hawthorne 
Daily Grind 

4026 SE Hawthorne 
Hawthorne Auto Clinie 
4307 SE Hawthorne 
Common Grounds 
4321 SE Hawthorne 
Portland Impact 

4707 SE Hawthorne 
Lucky Labrador 

915 SE Hawthorne 
Holgate Branch Library 
7905 SE Holgate 
Videorama 

1990 SE Ladd 

Zell’s Restaurant 

1300 SE Morrison 
Coffee Romance 

7901 SE Powell (Suite K) 
Communications Workers of America 
2950 SE Stark 

Cooper’s Coffee 

4500 SE Stark 

Addison’s Marketplace 

4500 SE Stark 

New Seasons 

1214 SE Tacoma 

Reed College Library & Dining Hall 
3203 SE Woodstock 

Woodstock Wine & Deli 

4030 SE Woodstock 

Bike Gallery 

4235 SE Woodstock 

Mickey Finn’s Brewpub 

4400 SE Woodstock 

Papaccinos Coffee House — 

4411 SE Woodstock 


Pizza Roma 


4715 SE Woodstock 

All Saints Episcopal Church 
4033 SE Woodstock 

Liquor Store 

4324 SE Woodstook 
PORTLAND - DOWNTOWN 
McMenamins Market St. Pub 
1526 SW 10th 

Central Library 

801 SW 10th 

Outside-In Clinic © 

1132 SW 13th 

Kaffee Bistro 

1234 SW 2nd 

Second Ave. Records 

400 SW 2nd 

Stumptown Coffee Roasters 
128 SW 3rd 

Bijou Café 

132 SW 3rd 

City Hall 

1120 SW 5th 

Jackpot Records 

203 SW 9th è 
Rich’s Cigar Store 

820 SW Alder 

Annie’s Coffee 

1728 SW Broadway 

PSU Smith Memorial Center 
1850 SW Broadway 

PSU Neuberger Hall 

1900 SW Broadway 

Prego Pizzeria 

223 SW Columbia 

Ross Island Grocery 

3336 SW Corbett 

5th Ave. Cinema 

510 SW Hall 

Hope Café — 

120 SW Jefferson 

Reading Frenzy 

921 SW Oak 

Rocco’s Pizza 

949 SW Oak 

NW Film and Video Center 
1219 SW Park St 


Park Ave. Café 


1535 SW Park St 
PORTLAND - SOUTHWEST 
Lair Hill Market 

2823 SW Ist i 
Western Slope Community Library 
3678 SW 78th 

Lewis & Clark Law School 
10015 SW Terwilliger i 
Lewis & Clark College 

0615 SW Palatine Hill 
Capitol Hill Branch Library 
10723 SW Capitol Highway 
Nature’s Fresh Northwest 
6344 SW Capitol Highway 
Village Coffee 

7181 SW Capitol Highway 
Lucky Labrador : 

7675 SW Capitol Highway 
Seasons & Regions 

6660 SW Capitol Highway 
SW.Community Service Center 
7688 SW Capitol Highway 
Grand Central Bakery 

3425 SW Multnomah 
PORTLAND - WEST 
Powell’s Books 

1010 W Burnside 

Everyday Music 

1313 W Burnside 

Fantasy Video 

1512 W Burnside 

Pizza Oasis 

2241 W Burnside 

Pharmaca 


2334 W Burnside 


If your listing is incorrect, please 
call 503-239-4991 or e-mail’ 
mazza @ theportlandalliance.org. 
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ALLIANCE FOR DEMOCRACY 


Portland chapter is progressive populist 
movement to end corp dominance of econo- 
my, society, political, environment life, advo- 
cate for democratic values, create fair equi- 
table society. United action by the people, for 
the people, standing opposed to mega-corpo- 
rations while envisioning and working for 
our shared future is the only solution. 
Current campaigns include education about 
and opposition to “Free Trade” agreements 
and corporate globalization; education about 
danger of water privatization; support cam- 
paign finance reform; support for formation 
of Public Utility Districts. Coalitioned with 
other grassroots organizations to form Local 
to Global Coalition working to promote a Fair 
Trade future. Contact: 503-636-5049. We meet 
the fourth Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
at 112 NE 45th Ave, Portland OR 97213. 
www.afd-pdx.org. 


AMERICANS UNITED FOR 
PALESTINIAN HUMAN RIGHTS 


AUPHR is an association of American tax- 
payers united by a mutual concern for human 
rights in general and Palestinian human 
rights in particular. Our aim is to eliminate the 
substantial U.S. funding and discriminatory 
U.S. policies that directly or indirectly support 
the oppression and violation of human rights 
of Palestinian people in Israel and the Israeli 
occupied territories. Our tools are public edu- 
cation and political and legl action. See 
www.auphr.org or call 503-287-1885. 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

Amnesty International is a Nobel Prize-win- 
ning grassroots activist organization with 
over one million members worldwide. 
Amnesty International is dedicated to freeing 
pees of conscience, gaining fair trials for 


| Having trouble finding us? 


political prisoners, ending torture, political 
killings and “disappearances,” and abolish- 
ing the death penalty. Portland’s Amnesty 
International Chapter, Group 48, has been in 
existence since the 1970s. Meets on the first 
Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Campus Ministry Building Koinonia House 
on PSU campus, 633 SW Montgomery (corner 


_of Montgomery and Broadway). For more 


information: 503-227-1878, www.ease.- 
com/~amnesty or write P.O. Box 666, 
Portland, OR 97207-0666. 


BRIDGEPORT COMMUNITY U.C.C. 
Your politics and your spiritual life can con- 
nect! We are a multi-cultural community of 
progressive, political people exploring & cel- 
ebrating the Christian faith in a manner both 
intellectually challenging and spiritually nur- 
turing. We are pragmatic and passionate, 
queer and straight, and our children are val- 
ued members. Great music, good coffee and a 


‘sense of humor! 10:30 a.m. Sunday mornings, 


621 NE 76th Portland.Contact us at 503-258- 
0992 =http://wel-come.to/BridgeportCC 
(Sorry Karl, no opium here.) 


COLUMBIA COUNTY CITIZENS FOR 


HUMAN DIGNITY 


CCCHD is a citizens group in Columbia 
County working to assure the basic rights and 
human dignity of all Oregonians. We are a 


progressive, volunteer-driven and volunteer- . 


funded organization promoting inclusive 
democracy. Join us in our efforts to promote 
social and economic justice, human rights, and 
human dignity in Columbia County and 
throughout Oregon. CCCHD is a member 
group of the Rural Organizing Project. For 
more information, call 503-543-8417. 


Code Pink — Portland 


Portland CODE PINK Bhs Te playful 


A compre 


actions to confront local and global power 
mongers—you may have seen and heard us 
with our signs and songs at anti-war rallies, 
on street corners and elsewhere around town. 
CODE PINK is a broad international move- 
ment for peace and justice led by women. The 


name “CODE PINK” is a play on the Bush 


administration’s color-coded homeland secu- 
rity alerts. Although we enjoy colorful antics 
that highlight hypocrisies in government and 
corporate business, we thoughtfully plan our 
costumes, lyrics and other high-jinks to 
broadcast our message effectively. We wel- 
come individuals who seek community in 
standing up against economic inequality and 
violence. Meetings are first Wednesdays, 6 
p-m., at In Other Words Bookstore, 3734 SE 
Hawthorne; before each meeting we hold a 
demonstration, starting at 5:30, in front of the 
Bagdad Theater, SE Hawthorne and 37th. Join 
us for meeting and/or demo. More informa- 
tion: Portland CODE PINK webpage: http 
://codepinkportland.org ; Portland CODE 
PINK email: info@codepinkportland.org ; 
National CODE PINK website: http 43 /code- 
pinkalert.org. 


COMMITTEES OF CORRESPONDENCE 


Committees of Correspondence is an inclu- 
sive and non-sectarian national coalition of 
progressive, left and socialist activists from 
communities, unions, the peace movement, 
and social interest groups, whose mission is 
to build unity among the left/progressive 
forces. We include, welcome, and fight for the 
interests of all people of any color, religion, 
gender or sexual orientation. P.O. Box 372, 
Albany, OR 97321. (541) 926-7070. 


COMMUNITY ALLIANCE OF TENANTS 


CAT is a grassroots, tenant-controlled tenant 


hensive listing of social change groups in the Portland area . 


membership organization. We educate and 
organize tenants to demand affordable, stable 
and safe rental homes. CAT prioritizes devel- 
opment of low-income renters as community 
leaders. We-organize tenants to change unjust 
laws and improve property management poli- 


- cies. Our Renter’s Rights Hotline gives tenants 


information about their rights. Call CAT’s 
Hotline at (503) 288-0130. 


ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
Action Group (EJAG) 


EJAG is a membership driven, community 
based organization that believes “The com- 
munity that educates and speaks out for itself 
can best protect itself.” We do this through 
developing leadership in people of color and 
low income residents of North and Northeast 
Portland to change the power dynamic by 
becoming the decision makers in their own 
community. Our primary focus is air quality, 
transportation and public health issues with a 
particular emphasis on the high rate of asth- 
ma in our community. For more information, 
contact us at (503) 283-6397. 


Please see more listings on page 23 


Of course, the best way to not miss an issue is to subscribe and have it ted toyour doorstep every month. But for those who wish to take advantage of the 
more than 300 sites where we offer free copies of the Alliance, here is thelisting of our suburban and out-of-town sites. If you are a business that would like to be 
a dropsite for the Alliance — and appeare in this listing — call 503-239-4991. 


Portland-Suburban 
Portland Community College Sylvania 
CC Building 

12000 SW 49th Ave. 
Multnomah County Library 
SW Capital Highway 
Nature’s Fresh Northwest 
6344 SW Capital Highway 
Village Coffee 

7781 SW Capitol Highway 
Lucky Labrador 

SW 32nd & Capitol Highway 
Seasons & Regions 

6660 SW Capitol Highway 
SW Neighborhoods 

7688 SW Capitol Highway 
Grand Central Bakery 

3425 SW Multnomah 


Beaverton 

Uwajimaya 

10500 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy. 
Powell’s Books 

8725 SW Cascade Ave. 


17711 Jean Way 


inglenendent media center 


Corporate media is a disease 


http //portland.indymedia.org 


read it, write it, your site, your news... for oregon 


Tualatin Hills Recreation Center 
15707 SW Walker Road 
Beaverton City Library 

12375 SW 5th Ave. 
Clackamas 

Clackamas County Library 
11750 SE 82nd (E End Clack Twn Ctr). 
Corvallis 

Public Library 

645 NW Monroe 

Corvallis Beanery 

Interzone Restaurant 


Gladstone 
Tip Top Laundry 
780, Portland 


Hillsboro 
Hillsboro Library (in Shopping Ctr.) 
NW 185th at Hwy 26 


Lake Oswego 
Wild Oats 


indymedia is the cure 


.. for those who can’t afford free speech 


1231 SW Morrison 
Portland, OR 97206 
(503) 228-5657 


Lake Oswego Library 
706 4th St. 


Milwaukie 
Milwaukie Library 
10660 SE 21st 


Oregon City 

Willamette Hospital Education Center, 
519 15th St 

Oregon City Library (in Shopping Ctr) 
362 Warner Milne Rd. 


St. Helens 

St. Helens Book Shop 
1550 Columbia Blvd. 
Bombs Away Café 


Salem 
Willamette University Student Center 


Sandy 
Sandy Br Clackamas Health Clinic 
38872 Proctor 


Would you like to get rid of that car, get a tax break and help alter- 


Sandy Library 
38980 Proctor 


Tigard 
Tigard Public Library 
13125 SW Hall 


Vancouver 

Borders 

16920 SW McLoughlin 
Vancouver Library 

1007 E. Mill Plain 

Kaiser Vancouver Clinic 10-1 
203 SE Park Plaza #140 
Reepke Senior Center 

(Same as above) 

Marshall Recreation 

E 1009 First Plain (at Fort Way) 
Washington St. Univ. Student Center 
NE 14204 Salmon Creek 


West Linn 
West Linn Library 


Burns St. 


native media all at the same time? Call 503-239-4991 to find out 


how. 
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First UNITARIAN CHURCH OF 


PORTLAND | 
First Unitarian Church of Portland has been a 
voice of liberal religion in our community for 
over 130 years. Our core beliefs in spiritual 
growth and acting for social justice are reflected 
in the work of the church’s Economic Justice 
Action Group (EJAG). EJAG, a welcoming and 
affirming group, is guided by its mission to raise 
awareness about and act to promote fair and just 
economic policies, life-sustaining and life- 
enhancing values, equal access to economic 
opportunities, and democratic participation in 
national, state, and local decisions on economic 
issues. We sponsor speakers and forums on cur- 
rent economic justice issues, lobby elected offi- 
cials, collaborate with like-minded organiza- 
tions, and we strive to live and act to create a 
fair, just, and sustainable soiety. Email: 
info@ejag.org; Web: www.ejag.org; Phone: Kate 


“ Lore, 503-228-6389, x44. 


FLYING Focus VIDEO COLLECTIVE 


Flying Focus Video Collective (FFVC) is a ` 


group of activists using video as a tool for social 
change, voicing the voiceless. We videotape 
speakers, events and actions, and produce pro- 
gramming through cable access facilities. Ask 
for our catalogue of available tapes or visit lend- 
ing libraries at Laughing Horse Books or Video 
Underground for a small selection of our pro- 
grams. Contact us: 3439 NE Sandy Bv. PMB 


_ #248, Portland, OR 97232; 503-239-7456 or 503- 


321-5051; email ffvc@agora.rdrop.com; web 
http:/ /www.rdrop.com/~ffvc. 


FREEDOM SOCIALIST PARTY 
Socialist feminist party wants more mem- 

bers! Help create a revolution for full eco- 

nomic, political and. social equality for all 


working people and those who are exploited — 


and disenfranchised by capitalism. A multi- 
issue platform that prioritizes the equality of 
women, people of color, sexual minorities, 
disabled people, elderly and youth is key. 
Our heritage stems from Trotsky and the 
Bolsheviks. Please visit our bookstore at 819 


N. Killingsworth, Portland, OR 97217. Phone 


for an appointment at 503-240-4462. Visit our 
website at www. socialism. com or e-mail us at 
fsp@igc.org. 


GRAY PANTHERS 

The Gray Panthers of Portland is a gathering 
of mostly older activists who welcome people 
of all ages to join us in our work for human 
liberation and social justice. 1020 SW Taylor, 
Suite 610, Portland, OR 97205. For time and 
place of meetings call 224-1585. 


IN OTHER WorDS 
WomeEN’s BooKS AND 
RESOURCES 


A non-profit organization with a comprehen- 
sive collection of women’s writing, women- 
positive videos, magazines and gifts. Free 
information about women’s organizations, 
activities and networking. A monthly events 
calendar. Space for dialogue and debate about 
the complex issues facing women today. 
Contact us about volunteer opportunities. 
3734 SE Hawthorne Blvd., Portland, OR 97214. 
232-6003. Open seven days. 


JEWS FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE 
Jews for Global Justice: We're committed to 
ending oppression in all its forms. Our work 
spans a range of issues including opposing 
the US bombing of Afghanistan, combating 
racism and religious persecution, and sup- 


porting the struggle for workers’ rights and 


economic justice. We build bridges between 
targeted communities and the Jewish com- 
munity. We call for an immediate end to 
Israel's military occupation of Palestine. The 
repression of the occupation, the mass deten- 
tions, torture, executions, and collective pun- 
ishments, are in direct opposition to our 
Jewish values. We mourn the deaths of civil- 
ians on both sides. Contact: (503) 299-4772. 


JOBS WITH JUSTICE 

A coalition of labor and community organi- 
zations defending workers’ rights. Members 
pledge to be there at least five times a year for 
someone else’s fight—on picket lines, march- 
es, rallies or hearings. We defend civil rights 
and the struggles of exploited workers and 
their communities, especially people of color, 
immigrants and women. c/o AFSCME 
Council 75, 123 NE Third Ave. 5th Floor, 
Portland, OR 97232. 236-5573. 


LAUGHING HORSE Books & 
VIDEO 

An all-volunteer, collectively run radical 
bookstore and resource center. In addition to 
books, periodicals, buttons, stickers, tapes and 
other activist tools, we have a lending library, 
and sponsor events ranging from politics and 


music to book signings and poetry readings. 


Wheelchair accessible. 3652 SE Division St., 
Portland, OR 97202. 236-2893. 


METANOIA PEACE COMMUNITY 
Following Jesus’ way of revolutionary non- 
violence and life-in-community, the people of 


Metanoia seek first the “kin-dom” of God as a 
radical alternative to the ways of the dominant 
culture. Gay friendly. Phone the 18th Ave. 


Peace House, 503-281-3697, for information 


about frequent gatherings to which newcom- 
ers and visitors are invited. See our website at 
www.tearsoup.com/metanoia. 


MONEY IS NOT DEMOCRACY | 
Statewide group working on Campaign 
Finance Reform. Oregon 1 of 6 states with no 
limits on contributions to political cam- 
paigns. This Initiative establishes enforceable 
limits on political contributions and expendi- 
tures in Oregon for the first time. Bans contri- 
butions by corporations. Volunteers needed 
to get this Initiative on the ballot in 2006. Visit 
our website at www.fairelections.net 
<http://www.fairelections.net> or call 
503.230.1948 in Portland or 888.830.1948. 


NW RESISTANCE AGAINST 
GENETIC ENGINEERING 


Northwest Resistance Against Genetic 


Engineering (NW RAGE) is a non-violent, - 


grassroots community organization dedicat- 
ed to promoting a responsible, sustainable 
and just use of agriculture and science. We 
work to prevent the intrusion of genetic engi- 
neering into our food, our bodies, and our 
ecosystems, through education, agitation, 
community building, advocacy and action. 
Get activated: meetings are every 2nd 
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at 3347 SE Belmont 
St = Portiand. Contat us: POR “15289 
Portland, OR. 97293. Phone: 503-239-6841, 
www.nwrage.org or contact us by email: 
info@nwrage.org. 


NW VEGETARIAN EDUCATION 


AND EMPOWERMENT GROUP 

Northwest VEG is active in the Portland and 
Vancouver area. The mission is to educate 
and empower people to make vegetarian 
choices for a healthy, sustainable, and com- 
passionate world. Reducing consumption of 
animal products leads to better health, 
reduced impact on the forests and streams, 
and kinder treatment of animals. The group 
holds potlucks with educational programs 
every month, alternating between the west 
side and the east side of the Portland area. In 
addition, the group organizes dine-outs, and 
coordinates several other events throughout 
the year. Volunteers are always appreciated. 
Visit our Web site at: www.nwveg.org, send 
e-mail to: info@nwveg.org, or leave message 
at: (503) 224-7380. 


OREGONIANS FOR ALTERNATIVES 
TO THE DEATH PENALTY 


The death penalty does not prevent crime, 
and Oregon needs alternatives. OADP pro- 
motes research, education, and discussion of 
issues relating to the death penalty. OADP 
opposes the death penalty for a number of 
reasons, including that it is applied ,dispro- 
portionately against the poor and minorities. 
Email: oralternativesDP@aol.com 


PORTLAND CHAPTER OF OWL 


Midlife and older women working locally- 


and nationally to improve the status of ALL 
women as they grow older: income and 
health security, affordable housing, ending 
discrimination and violence against women. 
Open to all women desiring these goals. 
Don’t wait for retirement, it may be too late. 
Come and join us, call 503-721-0848. National 
OWL Website: www.owl-national.org. 


PaciFic GREEN PARTY: 
OREGON'S GREEN PARTY 


Turn Green and join the fastest growing 
political party in Oregon, the United States, 
indeed the entire world. Oregon’s Pacific 
Green Party offers the best hope of our life- 
times to break the corporate-controlled 
Republicratic duopoly and create a loud, 
clear, and unapologetically progressive voice 
in government. Help us build that peaceful, 
just and ecologically wise society your heart 
desires. In Portland call 503-235-0300. Office: 
205 SE Grand Ave. Ste. 201, Portland, OR 
97214. In Salem 503-378-7812, or visit 
www.PacificGreens.org. We need you as 
much as you need us. | 


PORTLAND COMMUNITY MEDIA 

PCM is a non-profit organization whose 
mission is to promote broad participation in 
civic and cultural life by encouraging effec- 
tive use and understanding of community 
media. We teach affordable classes in digital 
television and multimedia production, and 
program daily for cable television channels 
11, 21, 22, 23, 29 and CityNet 30. Join us for a 
benefit screening of award winning films by 
local filmmaker /animator Jim Blashfield at 8 
p.m. at the Hollywood Theatre on May 7! 
Check our website for more information! 
2766 NE MLK Jr. Blvd., Portland, OR 97212; 
503-288-1515; www.pcmtv.org. 


PSYCHOLOGISTS FOR SOCIAL 


RESPONSIBILITY _ 
Psychologists for Social Responsibility 


(www.psysr.org) is an organization whose 
mission is to use psychological knowledge 
and skills to promote peace with social justice 
at the community, national, and international 
levels. Portland-area’ psychologists and 
counselors have recently formed a PsySR 
affiliated group. Our goal is to address issues 
connecting poverty, mental health, and 
human rights. This group meets monthly to 
plan projects, develop resources, and discuss 
relevant issues. For more information and 
meeting times, please write samantha@pacifi- 
cu.edu. 


PEACE AND JUSTICE WORKS 


/PORTLAND COPWATCH 

Peace and Justice Works (PJW) has been actively 
educating and demonstrating for peace since 1992. 
PJW promotes non-violent conflict resolution on 
local, national and international levels. Iraq 
Affinity Group, addressing the U.S. 
invasion/occupation, meets monthly, usually sec- 
ond Tuesdays. Portland Copwatch, focusing on 
police accountability, usually meets first Mondays. 
Other issues include former Yugoslovia, School of 
the Americas. General meetings 3-4 time a year. 
Contact: PO Box 42456, Portland, OR 97242; 503- 
236-3065. Copwatch incident report line: 503-321- 
5120; email pjw@pjw.info, copwatch@portland- 
copwatch.org; web http://www.pjw.info. 


portland indymedia 

Indymedia is a tool for the creation of rad- 
ical, accurate, and passionate tellings of 
truth. As the local Independent Media 
Center of a global network, portland indy- 
media is a decentralized movement of 
autonomous working groups and individu- 
als contributing to various projects, includ- 
ing video, radio, television, the web and 
print. The website features open publish- 
ing, empowering anyone to post their own 
text, images, audio and video directly to a 
newswire without approval or editing. 
Corporate media is a disease. Indymedia is 
the cure. e-mail: contact@portland.indy- 
media.org or portland.indymedia.org. 


PORTLAND IWW 


A democratic, self-organizing labor union 
committed to direct action and struggle to 
bring about a better world. We welcome all 
those who wish to organize with the rest of 
the working class for mutual aid and collec- 
tive bargaining. Call 503-231-5488, e-mail at 
branch@iwwpdx.org, or drop by our union 
hall 616 East Burnside. 


PSU PROGRESSIVE STUDENT 
UNION 

PSU Progressive Student Union works with 
PSU Progressive Alumni Association to sup- 
port social justice boycotts for Florida farm 
workers against Taco Bell, for Colombian 
union workers against Coca Cola, and anti- 
imperialist, anti-war organizing. PSU is the 
only 4-year college in Oregon with. Taco Bell 
in the cafeteria. Farm workers make about 
$7,000 per year. PSU president Dan Bernstine 
makes $170,000 per year but has refused to 
meet with activist students. PSU-PSU active- 
ly fought three rigged ASPSU elections in 
2003-04, including the “branding” of PSU 
campus by the still-in-power Republicans 
and their festooning campus with their 
“branded” campaign against the Left/multi- 
cultural groups. Student Republicans at PSU 
continue to control $8,000,000 in student fees 
annually. Contact:: email: lc@pdx.edu or 
phone: 503/471-7798. 


RADICAL WOMEN 

A socialist feminist multi-issue organization 
that trains women to be leaders in the strug- 
gle to replace capitalism with socialism in 
order to achieve full equality for everyone. 
Our leadership—as women of color, workers, 
unionists and lesbians—is pivotal. We believe 
in the power of the working class. Monthly 
meetings every second Wednesday at 7:00 
p-m. 819 N. Killingsworth, Portland, OR 
97217. Phone: 503-240-4462, Fax: 503-240- 
4463, E-mail: rwpdx@igc.org. Website: 
www.radicalwomen.org 


SOCIALIST PARTY OF OREGON 
A progressive party working for across-the- 
board democracy — political, social and eco- 
nomic. For over 100 years we’ve advocated 
much of what’s best in America. We support 
ballot access for all parties; campaign finance 
reform; civil rights (Socialists helped found 
the NAACP and the ACLU); a humane for- 
eign policy; environmental and consumer 
protection; general welfare, not corporate 
welfare; tax fairness; people over profits (con- 
sumer co-ops and credit unions); Social 
Security (“first advocated” by the Socialist 
Party); universal health insurance (socialists 
in Saskatchewan launched Canada’s single- 
payer national health program). REGISTER, 
VOTE, VOLUNTEER SOCIALIST. For info 
write Box 5633, Portland, OR 97228, or phone 
503-241-8217, 503-227-3970, 503-289-3511, or 
503-636-4150.; info at ttp:/ / www.thesocialist- 


party.org. . 


SOLIDARITY 

A socialist-feminist organization standing 
for workers’ democracy and international 
solidarity. We are revolutionary, in that we 
regard capitalism as both a human and envi- 
ronmental disaster—unredeemable by 
reformist politics. We are committed to a cre- 
ative rethinking of socialism and are engaged 
in struggles against racism, sexism, and 
homophobia. Local members include envi- 
ronmental, child care, reproductive rights, 
labor, and KBOO activists. Call 503-234-2306. 


Sustainable Business 


Network of Portland 


We are a group of business people dedicated 
to creating a local, vibrant and sustainable 
business community here in Portland. 


Founded in 2003, we are a new and indepen- . 


dent networking group working to promote 
and support each other and the local busi- 
ness community. We have a networking and 
educational breakfast meeting every other 
Tuesday morning at Old Wives Tales. We 
have other events as well. Visit www.sbn- 
portland.org for our current schedule. We 
are also the force behind the “Think Local 
First” and “Keep the Green in Portland” 
campaigns. For more info or to join, visit 
www. ThinkLocalPortland.org Now unplug 
from that corporate supplier, go out and 
support your favorite LOCALLY OWNED 
business! 


TECHNOCRACY, INC. 

Technocracy originated in 1918-1919 when 
Howard Scott formed a group of scientists, 
engineers, and economists. Technocracy is a 
social design for living engineered for the dis- 
tribution of an abundance to all-citizens from 
birth to death. For more information, call 503- 
283-9517 or -visit the technocracy web- 
www.technocracyinc.org (continental site). 


VOTER POWER FOUNDATION — 

Marijuana is Safe and Effective Medicine. 
Voter Power holds weekly clinics helping 
people qualify for Oregon’s Medical 
Marijuana Law (OMMA). Voter Power is a 
group of activists who have fought for and 
won: both on Measure 67 (Oregon Medical 
Marijuana Act) and Measure 57 which 
stopped the legislature’s attempt to recrimi- 
nalize simple marijuana possession in 1998. 
Get up, stand up, and act up today. We cur- 
rently need volunteers to circulate the peti- 
tion for OMMA2 creating licensed dispen- 
saries in Oregon where medical marijuana 
may be safely purchased. Call 503-224-3051 
or visit us online at www.voterpower.org. 


VETERANS FOR PEACE 
CHAPTER 72. 


Having defended this nation, we believe 
that national security comes only through 
peace and justice at home and abroad. 
Chapter activities include counter-recruiting 
in the schools, supporting landmine removal 
programs, and organizing, sponsoring, and 
participating in anti-war efforts. Our speak- 
ers offer their experiences so that others 
might better understand the true costs of 
war. We can help returned veterans come to 
terms with their experiences, because they 
are us. Veterans, and friends and family of 
veterans, are welcome to join us on the sec- 
ond Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the 
Friends Meeting House at 4312 SE Stark St. 
For more information call 503-282-5015, or 


see www.vfpchapter72.org, or see the web- - 


site of our. national office www. veteransfor 
peace.org. 


War RESISTERS LEAGUE 
PORTLAND CHAPTER 

Conscientious resistance to war, whether by 
seeking alternatives to military service or by 
refusing to pay for militarism, is a unifying 
element between two groups now united as 
War Resisters League, Portland Chapter. The 
Military and Draft Counseling Project pro- 
vides civilian advocacy for military person- 
nel and those considering enlistment; and 
Oregon Community for War Tax Resistance 
provides community support for persons 
conscientiously refusing to pay for war. 
OCWTR maintains the Oregon Community 
Peace Fund, which uses refused taxes as a 
basis for grants and loans to activist organi- 
zations. 2000 NE 42nd Ave., Suite 224, 
Portland, OR 97213. 503-238-0605. 


WILPF 


The Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom has been working since 1915 to 
unite women in all countries who oppose 
war, exploitation, and oppression. There are 
125 branches in the U.S. Locally, WILPF holds 
public meetings addressing a variety of 
peace- and justice-related issues. The month- 
ly newsletter can be received free upon 
request. 1819 NW Everett, Portland, oe 
97209. 503-224-5190. 
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BY NORMAN 4 
SOLOMON | 


ou wouldn’t know it from the 
{si focus on Deep Throat last 

week, but the lies that Richard 
Nixon told about the Watergate break-in 
were part of his standard duplicity for the 
Vietnam War. It wasn’t just that the Nixon 
administration engaged in secret illegal 
actions against a wide range of peace 
advocates — including antiwar candidate 
George McGovern, the Democratic presi- 
dential nominee in 1972. Deception was 
always central to Nixon’s war policy. 


Thirty-three years after Watergate, echoes 


of his fervent lies for war can be heard 
from George W. Bush. 

From the outset, President Nixon false- 
ly claimed to be seeking an end to the war. 
“I know that peace does not come through 
wishing for it — that there is no substitute 
for days and even years of patient and pro- 
longed diplomacy,” he declared in his first 
inaugural address. The great independent 
journalist I.F. Stone commented days later, 
“Its easier to make war when you talk 
peace.” | 

A year into his first term, Nixon told 
the nation: “I pledged in my campaign for 
the presidency to end the war in a way that 
we could win the peace. I have initiated a 
plan of action which will enable me to 
keep that pledge. The more support I can 
have from the American people, the soon- 
er that pledge can be redeemed.” 

In 1971, Nixon “was increasing decep- 
tively labeled ‘protective reaction strikes’ 
against the North to a level that amounted 
to the resumption of [President] Johnson’s 
bombing,” Pentagon Papers whistleblower 
Daniel Ellsberg recalls. “Starting the day 
after Christmas 1971 [six months after the 
Pentagon Papers came out], he launched a 
thousand U.S. bombers during five days of 
bombing against North Vietnam, in the 
heaviest raids since 1968.” 

Ellsberg. adds: “Most Americans in 
truth had wanted out of the war long 
before the [Pentagon] papers were pub- 


lished; a majority had even come to regard | 


it as immoral.... In the face of that majori- 
ty sentiment, the president had kept the 
war going by reducing ground troops, 
while he increased the bombing, and by 
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recurrently convincing the public that he 
was on the verge of a settlement. He did 
that again in the next few months, unveil- 
ing in January 1972 the secret talks and a 
deceptively ‘generous’ offer that he knew 
was unacceptable to Hanoi.” 

In public, Nixon spoke with gravity 
about the war and his yearning for peace. 
In private, tape recordings tell us, top-level 
discussions were something else. 

For instance, on May 4, 1972, while 
conferring with Henry Kissinger, Al Haig, 
and John Connally, the president said: “TI 
see that the United States does not lose. 
I’m putting it quite bluntly. Pll be quite 
precise. South Vietnam may lose. But the 
United States cannot lose. Which means, 
basically, I have made the decision. 
Whatever happens to South Vietnam, we 
are going to cream North Vietnam.... For 
once, we’ve got to use the maximum 
power of this country ... against this shit- 
ass little country: to win the war. We can’t 
use the word ‘win.’ But others can.” 

The president continued to assure the 
public that he was among the war-makers 
perennially in pursuit of peace. In his sec- 
ond inaugural address, Nixon repeated his 
mantra for a “lasting peace.” Moments 


after being sworn in again, he resumed 


spinning for the history books and more 
immediately for public opinion. “Because 
of America’s bold initiatives,’ he said, 
“1972 will be long remembered as the year 
of the greatest progress since the end of 
World War II toward a lasting peace in the 
world.” | 

What Nixon didn’t mention was that he 
had recently inflicted a huge new wave of 
murderous violence against Vietnamese 
people. Ellsberg, in his superb memoir 
“Secrets,” describes the late December 


1972 bombing spree this way: “President _ 


Nixon sent B-52s over Hanoi for the first 


time ever. In the next 11 days and nights — . 


with Christmas off — American planes 
dropped on North Vietnam 20,000 tons of 


bombs,” amounting to “the explosive 


equivalent of the Nagasaki A-bomb.” 

But on Jan. 20, 1973, just weeks after 
the massive Christmastime bombing of 
North Vietnam, Nixon spoke with notable 
shamelessness, laying claim to the mantle 
of peacemaker: “Let us be proud that by 
our bold, new initiatives, and by our stead- 
fastness for peace with honor, we have 
made a breakthrough toward creating in 
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the world what the world has not known 
before — a structure of peace that can last, 
not merely for our time, but for genera- 
tions to come.” : 

Three decades later, on the first day of 
May 2003, under a. “Mission 
Accomplished” banner, President George 
W. Bush used the dramatic backdrop of the 
aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln near 
San Diego to proclaim the end of major 
hostilities in Iraq. But the occupation set 
off an escalating pattern of large-scale 
killing. 

Last month, on May 1, exactly two 
years after Bush’s top-gun appearance, the 
Times of London revealed the “Downing 
Street memo” — instantly a huge story in 
the British press, but slow to gain any trac- 
tion in major U.S. media outlets. Across 
the United States in early June, front pages 
filled up with stories about Deep Throat 
and the bygone Watergate era, but editors 
at major newspapers still couldn’t spare 
prominent space for scrutiny of the 
Downing Street memo — smoking-gun 
minutes from a top-level meeting of 


PÀ From Watergate to Downing Street 


British officials convened. by Prime 
Minister Tony Blair on July 23, 2002.The 
memo makes clear that President Bush 
was lying when he publicly kept claiming 
that he hadn’t decided yet whether to order 
an invasion of Iraq. Bush’s actual policy 
was to launch the war, no matter what. In 
addition, the memo said, at the top of the 
administration in Washington “the intelli- 
gence and facts were being fixed around 
the policy.” 

Like Richard Nixon, the current presi- 
dent insists that he wants peace. And, in a 
twisted sense, he does. As the Prussian 
general Karl von Clausewitz remarked two 
centuries ago: “A conqueror is always a 
lover of peace.” 

On his own terms, of course. 
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This article is adapted from Norman 


Solomon’s new book “War Made Easy: 
How Presidents and Pundits Keep 
Spinning Us to Death,” which comes off 
the press next week. For information, go 
to: www. WarMadeEasy.com. 


Office Volunteers Needed! 


e Filing 
e Mail Preparation 
e Proofreading 

=_e Research 


Wednesday). 


college financial aid office. 


- Office volunteers play an important role in a volunteer-driven 
organization like The Portland Alliance. Whether it is maintain- 
ing our databases, maintaining our publications and 
resources archives, or making sure someone is there when 
that news story may come walking in the door, the office vol- 
unteer is an important position. Specific duties include: 


e Database Management 
e Answering Telephones 
e Assist with Layout 

e Special Projects 


Our goal is to have the office staffed during normal working 
hours. To that end, we ask office volunteers to sign up for a 
regular four-hour shift (e.g., 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. every 


If you are a student, you may be eligible for workstudy funds 
or academic credit by volunteering with us. Check with your 


To make an appointment about volunteering call 503-239- 
4991 or send an e-mail to mazza @ theportlandalliance.org. 
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